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Sir: 



No accession the Assembly ever can receive, will diminish the briU 
liancj which distinguished it while you were one ofi^ brightest ornaments. 
Statesman like in yonr views, highly honorable and consistent ia your 
public conduct as the friend of constitutional liberty, dignified in your 
address, and singularly powerful and eloquent at the Bar and in the Par- 
liament, 3^u have attained the rare and enviable elevation of having^ 
thrown a greater lustre over this unhappy Province than it now can throw 
over you. 

In offering this inadequate tribute to your public services for twelve 
Sessions in successive Parliaments, In two of which you occupied the 
Speaker's chair to the credit of yourself, the advantage of the Hoase, and 
the honor of the country, — I would not omit the still higher station you 
occupy as a private individual, displaying throughout an eventful life in 
your religious character, the piety and philanthropy of an exalted christian. 

I have the honor to be. 
Sir, 

Your obedient servant. 
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i)R. JOHN ROLPH.— Mr. Chairman,— 
t consider the question under debate, one of 
great interest and importance, and which 
1 do not approach without diffidence and 
concern. I feel obliged to my honorable 
friend from Grenville (Mr. Norton) for the 
calm, temperate and reasoning manner in 
^hich he has introduced the subject to the 
consideration of the committee — an example 
which, I trust, will continue to meet through- 
out the discussion with the practical approba- 
tion of all engaging in the debate. It is on 
this account I feel regret at a few remarks 
which fell from an hon. member opposite (Mr. 
Marks;) for when the hon. and learned mem- 
ber for Toronto, in his eloquent and perspicu- 
ous address, alluded to the great neighboring 
republic, the illustration was received from 
his learned lips as music to the ear and in- 
struction to the understanding : but no sooner 
did my hon. friend from Grenville, in una- 
voidable reply, make a similar reference, than 
be was met by the hon. member opposite with 
observations, as misplaced as they were unde- 
served. 

I consider there are three distinct 
Tiews or propositions on this subject before 
the committee ; 1st, to confine the Clergy 
Reserves to the English Church to the ex- 
clusion of all others. 2ndly, to divide them 
among a select number of churches. 3rdly, 
to apply them to General Education. 1 shall 
ceperately consider these propositions; aad I 
am happy the claims of the English Churchi 
first under your notice, are vindicated by so 
able and eloquent an advocate as the learned 
Solicitor General. Contemplate the learned 
gentleman (to whom I cheei fully give every 
meed of praise) in his elevated place as its 
champion; see him surrounded with all the 
Cfergy Reserves and their rents and profits ; 
confess the worth of the Bishops, Archdea- 
cons, Priests and Deacons in their extended 
diocese ; muhiply, if you please, the 57 Rec- 
tories, with their endowments and exclusive 
ecclesiastical and spiritual rights and privile- 
ges; view about the learned gentleman, in 
concentrated perspective, all the wealth and 
glory of our provincial hierarchy, lately gil- 
ded, too, with £70,000, a fractional product 
ot a fraction of their vast estates, besides the 
most wealthy congregations yielding revenues 
unknown. Amidst all this ecclesiastical splen- 
dor and aggrandiaement, the learned gentle- 
man ts approached with rfn huteble request. 
He is prayed to recover his sight from the 
glare about him, and condescendingly cast a 
glance into the surrounding distance. There 
he is shown numerous other churches formed 
ef christian groups about pious pastors, with 
mm wealth but the Bible, and no ilistinction 
«avt tbt Crost. Behold thosa fellow labor- 



ers in the same vineyard ! Will you be pleas- 
ed, Sir, out of your abundance, to share 
a portion of it among them ? Will you ? 

— What is the answer? Not a jot I 

Our best feelings seem intuitively to enhst 
themselves against this answer. It seems 
equally to shock natural reason and <;bristian 
charity. From a happy constitution of our 
nature, some truths and errors, like the ex- 
tremes of light and darkness to the eye, force 
a* moral perception, which neither needs 
nor allows argumentative deliberation. To 
prove that two and two make tour, would puz- 
zle, perhaps, a skilful logician; and 1 envy not 
the casuist or the divine, who, neither from 
the motions of the heart, nor the piinciples 
of reason, can jM^rceive or understand the pal- 
puble selfishness aad injustice of adtiiitiing 
one church to monopolize wealth and power, 
to the exclusion of every other. Conscience, 
the monitor which someiiines whispers and 
sometimes roars, seems in this case, as in a 
thousand others, to anticipate mere fallible 
reason, by instantly reveahng the sanctions of 
uoerrmg trnth. Put the case as stated (or if 
over-stated bring down the contrast to the 
least possible existing disf>roportion) to a 
child or an adult, to an Indian or a Philo- 
sopher, and the first exclamation will be, — '• 
** it is unequal indeed ! Splendid hierarchy,' 
ehare your aggrandizement with your sis- 
ter-churches !" This is the voice of rea^ 
son, the language of the heart and the phi- 
losophy of the Bible. 

The very conclusion that the other dis« 
senting churches ought net to enjoy the 
wealth,* patronage and union of the state, 
affords aq obvious corallary against the 
exclusive claims of the church in questi- 
on. Whatever reason may be assigned a- 
gainst Ihe Kirk, the Presbyterians, the Bap- 
tists, the Methodists, or any other known de- 
nomination, may with equal fcrce be apph.cd 
to the English Church in this countrv. It is 
not for me, Sir, to con^ibat -imaginary jT'<>urii.s 
of exception against bcdies of chnsii:.ii3 nho 
I cannot conceive to be cthertvise than entitled 
to equal religions rights. Slate the rcaso • of 
the exclusion and I will show the apj:licnbiilty 
cf it to the excluders. You may, aiier analy- 
tical fashion, call these unknown causes of ('id- 
ability, X X y ad libituin; and whenever their 
real value is ascertained, you will find that 
they may, without disturbing the balance of 
truth, be assigned to either side of the equa- 
tion. Are the other churches, in any respect, 
less deserving? — Are they less useful members 
of the general community ? — Are they less in- 
dustrious in tiieir respective avocatione? — Do 
they less display the domestic and social vir- 
tues ?— -Are they less loyal to the King or 
patriotic to their country ? — ^Are they, in a»/ 
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peace or war 1 I will not pause for an an- 
•frer, lest it should seem to imply on mj 
part cren a distant belief that any honor- 
able member would indulge the affirroaiiYe.— 
But, surely, when there is such a christian cor- 
respondence between their political relations 
and deserts, there ought to be exten(^ed to 
them the same favor and protection. They 
draw their creed, too, from a common source; 
they worship the same Supreme, and they 
anchor m the same faith. They hasten to the 
common tomb, and being expectanis of the 
same resurrection, they mmgle as lellow* 
candidates for the same immortality. 

It is wrong, then, to make artificial distinc- 
tions, when there is no real christian difference. 
All indeed, may not think alike, and ihe sys- 
tematic theologian may draw lines of demarca- 
tion. But they are branches of the same vine; 
and although those branches may present 
autumnal varieties of color, shape and size, 
yet they are nourished by a common root, &; 
all sprine;ing from the parent trunk, are seen 
in friendly company growing with it towards 
the sky. Light loses not its physical laws 
or beauty by spreading out its rich variety 
iu the splendid rainbow. So the rays of truth 
passing thro* different minds of different re- 
fracting powers, exhibit shades of difference 
which run imperceptibly into one another,and 
again unite to yield synthetically the primitive 
truth. 

The claim by any one Church to a 
continuation of the existing monopoly, affords 
proof of that Church being already corrupted 
by it^ *^It is easier for a camel to pass through 
the eye of a needle than for a rich man to en- 
ter the kingdom of Heaven." A Church 
is a body of Christians, and must therefore 
exhibit the collective character of the several 
parts. Rich pastors and congregations need 
■peeial circumspection, and will experience all 
the christian vis inertia which belongs to the 
individual Dives. Hence it may be feared a 
Church of even primhive excellence, may 
be so lulled with worldly ease, so dilated 
with Reserves, and so encumbered with 
aggrandizraents, as to be obliged to leave 
the narrow way for that broader one wtiich 
leads to ecclesiastical destiliction. 

But here, let us take the benefit of their vision. 
They see clearly and most justly the inexpe- 
diency of allowing the other Churches to en- 
joy the favor, wealth and matrimony of the 
State. I look at their exclusive pretensions 
through the same medium, and as clearly dis- 
cover them to ^e alike dangerous and unchris- 
tian. **As they judge let them be judged ;" 
and as they wouid **mete out to others^ let it 
be measured to them again," In surveying 
from their mountainous station tlio village 
Churches in the valley beneath, they inspect 
thaip, as it wera with tellescopic aid, &, rightly 
jadga it unwise to transplant them from that 
apiritval kiagdaia whioh *Ha not of thk world.** 



Bat onfortnnately'wbod rerorfhig (o tbeh* owti 
condition they look through the further end 
of the telescope and are le«l into the strange^ 
optical delusion. Let them fairly turn round 
the magnifier of truth upon thenr own pretensi- 
ons, &the charm will be dispelled, the illusion 
will be done away, and the Church will return 
to her etherial clime, and aspire rather to light 
the world than to be lighted by it. 

Toleration is often thought a very graciaw 
thing : & both political and ecclesiastical mo- 
deration is boastingly conceded to dissenters 
under the license " to think as they please." 
No thanks are due for it. We can think in spite 
of bulls and acts of parliament to the contrary. 
Mind is an empire of its own ; and it is a 
glorious thing we are so constituted by na- 
ture that we must think and do think beyond 
the reach of tyrants. Were it possible, per- 
haps an over careful majority of this very As- 
sembly would legislate away our thinking on 
the very subject under debate. There is, 
therefore, no merit in leaving, from necessity, 
our fellow christians in undisputed possession 
of those intellectual operations which are 
given by God before whose tribunal, alone 
their purity can be tried. But this boasted 
moderation is exercised in a way as objection- 
able in principle and mischevious in practico 
as the /ire and faggot. Learned gentlemen 
would be shocked at the proposition to burn 
at the stake or pierce with the bayonet in or- 
der to make christians conform to the Esta- 
blished Church. This tenderness, howevbr, 
for the body, ill accords with a daily barbarity 
towards the mind. There is no virtue in mere- 
ly substituting moral for physical force. Tbo 
method m^y have more refinement, yet not bo 
less Ignoble. The Indian ivho.scalps the head 
is really not more savage than be who hieaks 
the heart. An affectation of tenderness 
and liberality by making physical violence 
give place to a series of brutal and painful 
influences upon the mind, is an imitation of 
the condiict of Julian, the apostate, wholly 
unworthy the age and country in which we 
live. It is only a .different set of base means 
to gain the same base end. Let us compare 
the antient with modern Julians. The learned 
and impartial Dr. Moshiem in his ecclesiastical 
history, makes the following observations re- 
specting the ancient Julian :— 

•• It is true, this prince seemed avcrseto the use of 
violence in propagating superstition, & suppress, 
ing the truth ; nay, he carried the appearances of 
moderatiun and impartiality so far,a8 to allow hia 
subjects a full power ofjudgingfor themselves in 
religious matters, and of worshipping the Deity 
in the manner they thought the most rational. 
But, under this mask of moderation, ho attacked 
Cnristianity with the utmost bitternass. and, at 
the same time, with the most coniumoiate- dex- 
terity. By art and stratagem he undBrmmod tho 
church, removing the privileges that were grrant- 
ed to Christians, and thoir spiritual ralor»; 
shutting up the schools in whioh they taught 
phUosophjf and tho Uboral arts ; onoooraguig tte 






^wtarlei and schiBmaticB, who brought dishono* 
-wpon the gospel by theif diTuions ; composing 
))0«k8 against the Christians, and using a variety 
t>f other means to bring the religion of Jesus to 
rain and contempt.*' 

Modern philosophers of the same schod are 
equally decided in reiounciDg force, and are 
equally dexterous in the use of those means 
which act upon the frailties of our common 
nature. For example ; the churches now ex- 
t^luded from the wealth and privileges of our 
provincial hierarchy are invited to contem- 
plate its tempting aspect, and partake of its 
good things upon a dutiful conformiry. — 
This temptation acts upon men of all cha- 
racters and degrees of moral strength ; it acts 
not for a day but for years and genera- 
tions while the system lasts. It iosures 
not a conformity of the heart [a secret 
known only to the heart and the searcher 
of hearts] but a conformity to extrrnal reg- 
ulations and subscription to 39 articles. But 
the profession of the tongue is not always the 
confession of the mind; and if, therel'ore, all 
good men are not in this Eden templed to taste 
•the inviting fruit, it will certainly be leasted 
upon by the less scrupulous and more com- 
promising men of the world, the very men who 
"most need to be taught the purity of the 
Oospel and the self-denial of the cross.-^ 
AU the wealth and privileges of the favoured 
Church are carefully barricaded, leaving a 
narrow entrance guarded with a sign upon 
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Other chrlrtlatM mtist etther obtain tlst^d 
worldly bounties by joining a communion from 
which they dissent or lose what no others ar^ 
better entitled to than themselves for conscienca 
sake. This is inconsistent vpith the whole te- 
nor of scripture, which teaches us to let truth 
"have free course and be glorified." It once 
fell to my lot when engaged in the practise of 
the law, to draw a will by which the father pro- 
vided that his son shoulil inherit his property^ 
if at the age of 21 he should be a member in 
communion with the Roman Church, and if 
not, the estate was to be applied to other pur- 
poses and uses. There is scarcely a father or 
a son who does not feel an instinctive repug- 
nance to this arrangement. It unnecessarily 
places a young man m a fearful conflict bet- 
ween the loss of his property and the loss of 
his faith. And Irom the frailty of human na- 
ture [which from its very frailty should fly 
temptation] it would not be strange should a 
youth so situated keep the property ** and go 
away sorrowful." The principle is the very 
same in the case before us upon a national 
scale. The King as the father of his people 
is made to say, **my loyal and beloved subjects; 
1 have a vast and rich domain which I have of 
my mere grace and favor exclusively bestowed 
upon my Irotestant Episcopal Church; such 
other churches as will come within its pale, 
shall partake thereof, but such of my loyal 
and christian subjects as adhere to their 
schismatic faith, i leave to hunger and thirst 



"which is a superscription cf the condition of uuder the system of voluntary contribution." 



entrance, viz: "Clergy Reserves and appen- 
dages ! Terms ; — Subscription to 39 Articles 
and support of the Establishment !" This 
-allurement to the mind is really more ef- 
fectual than the rack to the body — for the 
former wears the mark of irjdepeodent choice, 
while the latter rouses all of human nature to 
resist that coercion which would necessarily 
stamp success with a cowardly acquiescence. 
Learned men are now a days not for punching 
the body, but so to speak, for plinching the 
mind ; not for putting our corporations on the 
rack, but for torturing the mind into confor- 
mity by wounding it through the sting of pride 
under exclusion, of mortification under unme- 
rited disabilities, and of pungent humiliation 
under a blazoned inferiority. 

It is true the excluded churches are allowed 
an option ; but it is not an option which is hono- 
rabtein its moral or pure in its spiritual cbarac- 



— If the voluntary system is suflicient for the 
excluded churches, it is suflicient M all ; if 
insufficient, why should they be denied the 
bounty which, it is said they need? I come* 
therefore, to the conclusion that if such Ex« 
ccutive fiivors are tp be given to any christian 
churches in!our community, they should be giv- 
en to all ; but as such a lucrative alliance with 
the 8tate is inexpedient, anti-christian and 
unsafe, it should neither be countenanced 
in any, nor arbitrarily confined to one. 
Let me inquire into those effects on a religion 
which have ever followed this community of 
interest between it and the State.— Paganism 
has been thro' many ages and in many coun- 
tries supported by the State.^-But during all 
those ages was any heathen mythology ever 
purified into christian excellence ? It has not 
only tested' the experience of every age, but 
of every form of government ; and yet while 



ter. It is not a simple option, as it ought to be, Jiistory has not transmitted a solitary instance 



between truth and error. The invitation is gene- 
ral & seems generous. **Come, sister churches, 
within the precincts of our prosperity !" But 
when they arive at the confines, the gate is 
shut ! What is the watch-w©rd for opening 
it 1 What is the price of admission? Con- 
formity ! Well ; this is refused— W hat is the 
answer? Then stay without and starve. 
Thus temptation on the one hand and pri- 
vation on the other, are substituted for 
iira and fagfipt* inquiaition and tword.— * 



of reciprocal good, it has fearfully recorded 
the growing corruptions of both. If govern- 
ments corrected none of the errors of heathen- 
ism, upon what ground can we expect them 
to add to the value, the purity or the perfec- 
tion of christian truth? Paganism wedded to 
the State, and sharing its learned ease, wealth 
and splendor, began, probably, with a J,upiter; 
and under this boasted alliance, Gods grew in 
number, till, fancy exhausted by impiety of 
furthtr iaaages, rtarod ** an altar t» aa ai^-^ 
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^MfTA Bo6 \*^ which m«?ed ihe iatrepid f aai 
•mphaticalljr to exclaim ^ Ye men of Athetis 
him whom ye know not declare I uoto you." 
Governments not only corrupted Paganism it- 
lelf, but combined with it to shut out ihq light 
of truth. The people were taught to regard 
to attack on religion as an attack on the State 
eonnected witli it. — They were, to stand or 
fall together. — Hence when Socrates glimpsed 
by the light 'of nature, the existence of only 
on« God and the immortality of the soul, he 
. was charged with impiety against a State re- 
ligion, with a sort of treason against Greece 
and Grecian Gods. Did the Government 
welcome this spark of Socratic truth and 
husband it into a flame to lighten the Gentiles 
and dispel the gloom of heathen superstition 
in the world] — ^No— They poisoned him. Now 
if the religion had not been the religion of the 
State, and the people had been allowed, as 
matter of right and practice, to think on those 
subjects and search out the truth wherever it 
could be found, it never could have been al- 
leged as a crime against Socrates, or have fur- 
nished his enemies with such means for his 
destruction. This mixture of politics and 
religion made them respectively more formi- 
dable and unrelenting; for each upon the usu- 
al law of reciprocity endeavoured to sustain 
the other in the exercise of power and the 
disposal of their victims. When an attless 
child with the simplicity of one in 1836 made 
choice of the ornament of a Goddess instead 
of a toy^ did a protecting Government pre- 
rent its being butchered for alleged impiety 
at the foot of the statue ? 

This political relation of paganism arm- 
ad it with greater and fiercer power against 
the earlier christians ; and to my mind an 
everlasting warning against it is written in 
the blood (a deluge of it too) of those 
martyrs, whose peaceful labours would easily 
have subverted idolatry, had it not been sup- 
ported against them by the state. 

Let it not. Sir, be forgotten, that from the be- 
gining of the world to the coming of the 
Messiah, natural religion was open to man- 
kind — It's great truths were expressed (if I 
may use the phrase) in the most intelligible 
hycrogliphics m the earth and in the heavens. 
They saw the rising and setting of the Sun in 
all that majesty which has commanded the 
admiration of every age ; they beheld an in- 
conceivable profusion of worlds scattered 
through the various constellations or collected 
'in the milky-way. Descending to a lower 
liphere, they saw those winged vapours which 
sometimes Ishroud the atmosphere with a 
teihpest, and at other times exhibit a natural 
iLaleidescOpe of what is splended in optics and 
magnificent in scenery ; while iirom the same 
source they welcomed almost as often as their 
wants recurr'ed, those genial showers which 
oooled a sultry air aild refreshed both the an- 
Imaf ahd Tegeiabflei kingdoms. Turning their 
ayai ^ thioga mora immadiataly about thara 



upon th6 earface of the earth, they saw mB#* 
ses of matter presenting npon a acalo of less 
magnificence, much that is striking and won- 
dert'ul. They saw the living garniture of 
fields, and the progressive developement of 
vegetation, from the sowing of the seed to tho 
maturity of the plant ; and the structure and 
laws of life in the higher order of animals,wera 
even more demonstrative of creative wisdom 
and beneficence. Even inanimate things are 
etampt with peculiar laws, ad mil ably suited 
to the wants and happiness of man ; and the 
very ehrystal, t'enacious of its character, as- 
sumes its appointed form tho' passed thro* 
the chrystalizing process a thousand times o- 
ver. Was not this a divine revelation for them 
to read and study ? It has been said ** if there 
was a God or a message from him, it would be 
written in the sky f ^ and so it is and ever has 
been. 

But how is it this book of nature was 
80 lon^open to the Pagan world without availl 
Why was this volume forsaken for an ideal 
mythology ? Why was natural religion, with 
its abundant testimonies, superseded by artifi- 
cial idolatry ? in an eminent degree becaust 
Paganism was upheld against it by the power, 
wealth and splendor of the State with which 
it was associated. Perhaps Paganism was 
natural religion, which in a long course of 
time received under human government a de- 
basing alloy, till it retained scarcely a vestige 
of its purer origin. It was fearful odds for 
mankind, in the pursuit of truth, to find ar- 
rayed against them error, based upon the law, 
enriched and favored by the executive, and so 
wrapt up in imperial splendor & superstitious 
sanctity, as to arrest every attempt to correct 
or purify it^as treason against the State, sacri- 
lege against the temples & felony against the 
Gods. Hence paganism proved hostile to the 
early christians; & under Nero, about 30 year* 
after the death of Christ, they were put to 
death, according to Tacitus, with exquisite 
cruelty ; and to their sufferings the Emperor 
added mogkery and derision. Some were co- 
vered with the skins of wild beasts and left to 
be devoured by dogs ; others were nailed to 
the cross; numbers were burnt alive ; & many 
covered with inflammable matter were lighted 
up when the day declined to serve as torches 
during the night. Thus it appears that 
idolatry intrenched in the State has been 
uniformly corrupted by it, and has ever 
fiercely opposed the. progress of natural and 
revealed truth. And I now ask, has not Chris- 
tianity from its confederacy with the kingdoms 
of this world, suffered similar contaraioations 
of its purity and retardation of its progress 7 
I collect from the most accredited writers upon 
ecclesiastical history, that the christian church 
upon the very first embraces of the State un- 
der Constantino was deteriorated. This is not 
a mei^e point of specnlation or reasoning ; it 
is a matter of fact to be determined by faisto^ 
rical testimony ; and the weight of the autho* 
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Hciet prodaetd mnit not bt vodervalued, 
because in this transient discussion they are 
unavoidably limited to a few. But those few 
•hall be clear an<J decided. The following 
passage is read fron^ Mosbiem Vol. 1 Page 
95, 
" The additions made by the Emperors and 



penanee, whieh had takes plaee bofbrt 
tine the Great, continued now in full force against 
fla|rrant transgressors ; but when the reign of cor- 
ruption becomes universal, the vigor of the law 
yields to its sway, and a weak oxecution defeats 
the purposes of the most salutary discipline. — 
Such was now unhappily the case ; the age wai 
sinking daily from one corruption to another ; 



others to the wealth, honors, and advantages of h^q ^^eat and the powerful sinned with impunity. 



the clergy, were followed with a pjoportionable 
augmentation of vices and luxury, particularly 
amouor those of that sacred order, who lived in 
great and opulent cities ; and that many such 
additions were made to that order after tho time 
of Constantine, is a matter that admits of no dis> 
pute. The bishops, on the one hand, contended 
with each other, in the most Bcandalous manner, 
concerning the extent of their respeciivc jurisdic- 
tions, while, on the other, they trampled upon the 
rights of thb people, violated the privileges of the 
interior ministers, and imitated, in their conduct 
and in their manner of living, the arrogance, vo. 
lupiuousness, and luxury of magistrates and 
princes. This pernicious example was sooh fol. 
lowed by the several ecclesiastical orders. Tho 
presbyters, in many places, assumed an equality 
with the bishops, in point of rank and authority. 
Wc find also many complaints made, at this time 
of the vanity and effeminancy of the deacons. — 
Those more particularly of tho presbyters and 
deacons, who filled the first stations of these or- 
ders, rtarried their pretentions to an extravagant 
length, and were offended at the notion of being 
placed upon an equal footing with their colleagues. 
f or this reason, they not only assumed the titles 
Archpreshyters and Archdeacons^ but also claimed 
a degree of authority and power much superior 



and the obscure and the indigent felt alone th« 
severity of the laws." 

This accords with the opinion of that emi- 
nent divine liishop Newton, who in his work 
upon l4ie prophesies, 2nd volume, page 262 
affords the following quotation : 

** Though tho establishment of Chris- 
tianity by Constantine, added much to th« 
temporal prosperity, yet it contributed lit- 
tle to the spiritual graces and virtiAs of chris- 
tians. It enlarged their revenues, and en creased 
their endowments ; but it proved the fatal meant 
of corrupting the doctrines and relaxing the dis- 
cipline of the church. It was attended with 
this peculiar disadvantage, that many clave to 
them with flatteries ; many became christian! 
for the sake of tho loaves and fishes, and pre-* 
tended to be of the religion only because it wa* 
the religion of the Empire. Eusebius, who was 
a cotemporary writer, remarks that onV) of the 
reigning views of the times was the dissimulation 
and hypocrisy of men fraudulently entering into 
the church, and borrowing the name of chris- 
tians without tho reality." 

The learned Moshiem relates with expres. 
Bione of regret, the degeneration of the primi* 



to that which was vested in the other members of tive church, as he terms it, •* towards the form 



their respective orders.** 

In the same volume of that learned historian 
referring to the same century we find the fol- 
lowing observations : 

•• When wo cast an eye towards the lives and 
morals of Christians at this time, we find, as for* 
merly, a mixture of good and evil ; some eminent 
for their piety, others infamous for their crimes. 
The number, however, of immoral and unworthy 
Christians began so to increase, that the exam- 
ples of real piety and virtue became extremely 
rare. When the terrors of persecution were to- 
tally dispelled ; when the church secured from the 
efforts of its enemies, enjoyed the sweets of pros- 
perity and peace; when the most of the bishops 
exhibited to their flock the contagious examples 
of arrogance, luxury, effeminacy, animosity, and 
strife, with othdr vices too numerous to moutioffj 
when the inferior rulers and doctors of the church 
fell into a slothful and opprobrious negligence of 
the duties of their respective stations, and em- 
ployed , in vain wranglings, and idle disputes, 
that zeal and attention that were due to the cul. 
ture of piety and to the instruction of the people ; 
and when (to complete the enormity of thi3 hor- 
rid detail) multitudes wero drawn from the pro- 
fession of Christianity, not by the power of con- 
riction and argument, but by the prospect of gain 
and the fear of punishment ; then it was, indeed, 
no wonder that the church was contaminated with 
•hoals of profligate Christians, and that the vir- 
tuous few were, iri a manner^ oppressed and over- 
whelmed with the superior numbers of the wicked 
^i»d liceotioat. |t is true that the sarat rigorous 



of a religious monarchy." — The Bishops as* 
pired to higher degrees of power aud authority 
than they lormerly professed ; and not only vi- 
olated the rights of the people, but also made 
gradual encroachments upon the privileges of 
the Presbyters. They assumed in many placcf 
a princely authority ; appropriated to their e- 
vangelical function, the splendid ensigns of 
temporal majesty ; a throne surrounded with 
mmisters, exalted them above their fellows ; 
and sumptuous garments dazzled the eyes and 
the minds of the multitude into an ignorant 
veneration for their arrogated authority. The 
Presbyters ambitiously imitated the example of 
the bishops; and there followed to religion a 
train of melancholy and dishonorable conse- 
quences, over which Moshiem regrets that 
*» Truth could not allow him to spread a veil." 
What was true of Christianity and of chris- 
tians in those ages, was realized by the estab-< 
lished church in later times. For this truth 
we have also the authority of a Bishop. 

Bishop Burnett says •» I have lamented, during 
my whole life, that I saw so little true zeal a. 
inong our clergy. I saw much among the clergy 
of tho Church of Rome, though it is both ill di- 
rected and ill conducted. I saw much zeal like- 
wise throughout the foreign churches. The dis- 
senters have a great deal of zeal among them ( 
but the main body of our clergy has always ap^ 
peared dead and lifeless to me ; and instead of 
animating one another, they lay on« another U 
sleep. Uiilvtt a better spirit poH««M tka ^^i^$ 



tmunenti, and wbat ii n«i«, Itw* and inthorllT 

will not praserve tha cburcb."— Ows Time*, VoL 
< ft 410. 

Such htve been the recorded and attested 
cfiectB of ttie world on the chtiatian church ! 

It folloHa, Sir, that wbeo a church baa re- 
ceived th^a modificaiion froin the State, it 
must have an iujurlaus bearing U|ion individu- 
als and socielj at lar^je. Tike one or two ei- 
Binples. Bunjun Iretly enjoyed hia half iufi- 
tldily aod iooaeoess <•( living, itnlil Ilia eiibss- 
quent conversion and professed piety. He no 
fioooer, hotvever, became an oiien cLrisiian ac- 
cording to (he sug^.eElions ofhia faithiinJ the 
dictaUa of hiscouscience.than hia Don-coDfoi- 
mily to the State-nourish*^)! church was bro't 
against him as a crime. He had indeed, I'ree- 
doui and liberty ; but it waa Creedont and lib- 
eity of choice between •$:£ lea iasiic;il confor- 
mity or irumureineot in a dungeon. To 
punish a man for not admitting a color to l>e 
v!iiU ivIiicU he'perceives and cannot help per- 
ceiving to be black, is nit more absurd orty- 
rannical than to punish bim fur not profeaaing 
to believe that to be truth which he verily be- 
lieves and caonol help . believing to bo 
■ error. — Yet in Bunyao's ease, [to illus- 
trate thousands of others] (he church auit 
State combined to impiisou him for I'Z years | 
During ibis protracted confinement, aa the 
Lady Inoguiihed, the spirit became more etbe- 
lial and divine — and he composed for the last- 
ing benefit of the world, his Pilgrims Pro- 
gress, a wurk so pure in ita diction and so 
ciassical as^o Allegoiiual production, as to 
commaod, even lo this day, the iuteresc ol the 
christian leader and the praise of the fastidi- 
ous critic. Come down to later years and read 
a vraraiug from !he case of the late Kev. Dr. 
Carey & his co-adjulors, tvho full of Mission- 
ary zeal — [the noblest kindled in the humaa 
mind) proceeded to British India lo con- 
vert the heaiheo— Oo their arrival theonU 
ted church and Slate met Ihemwithan inler- 
'diction. B.inished by them as British sub- 
jects aspiring to do their duty as British chris- 
tians to British heathens in this Jiriiish em- 
pire,they look refuge with A[)Dstolic intrepid- 
iiy and zeal in a neighboring Danish coluuy; 
and there they established a Press,and theuce, 
as i: were under loreigo protection and tolera- 
lion, they successfully and gloriously bombar- 
ded British India with Divine truth. 

Next look into ths elfccts of this svslem on 
'wholecomraunities. There aie (hose 



ibly in whose veins flows Iriab blood ; but af- 
dicted Ireland needs not national feeling to in- 
sure ay mpat by under her urongs. How eve- 
rj aenlinient, patriotic and religions, would 
iiaeinarms within na, were it now enacted 
that every Protestant in Canada should be 
taxed to support the Roman Catholic church! 
YetioIreJand, after years of unavailing remon- 
strance and complaint, tbo Roman Catholics, 
with religious scruplea, asatroog and aiaceie 
«s our own, are obliged, besides the support 
«f Ihtir own ministry, to y»y tiihea to tha 



lery ettablished Preteataot Epiieopal Churcb 
from which tbey dissent. Just aa it heathen* 
should say to us, think as you please, but pay 
DS the price of the sacrifice ; think as you 
please, but briog to our altars (he victims w 
offer up, To how melancholy a degree must 
a church be corrupted by the Slate to put for- 
ward these exclusive pre(eosionB, and com- 
bine with the civil power for (be exaclJos 
of an uDJuEt and uuchristiao tax. 

'■ Itsik ! heard !oi nol Uiit pieccinf czj, 

Read the tragedy ol such a system Id tha 
tale of the widow embalmed ia her tears. — 
You know. Sir, the massacre to which I re- 
fer. It was in the collection of a Catholic 
Tax for piotestaot uses) that a mioisier of me 
Church uf Slate commanded the musket lo 
be fired which laid the son weltering at the 
mother's feet ! Must not such a church have 
beencorrnptelby the world, and forgotten the 
example of him who restored but never des- 
troyed tile'; who comforted the pootwidowof 
Nain, & louching (be passing bier. said, young 
man arise! and !■ delivered him to bis mo- 
ther." 

What is our own condition 7 Suppose there 
were here a pagan ascendancy psironized by 
the Slate — suppose them to say to christians, ' 
as impious against their idof goda ; " Vou are 
unworthy lo occupy sepulchral ground wbers 
safely to bury your dead with an obolus to payr 
old Charon to ferry you across ihe river siyn ; 
and lei chance or avarice with impunity dL:!i- 
tuih the ashes of your dissenting dead. Do 
you wi~h to marry? Let your issue be bast- 
aid from ganeiatinn to generation unless yon 
present yuuraelvea before the statue of Venua 
and their receiving (be benediction of her 
priest legalize your union." How siuiitarara 
the above seotlmeals to what were expressed 
towards Canadian dissenters by the ascendtiot 
church unly a few years ago — The dissenting 
churches in this cuuntry were unable to hold 
land on which to build places of public wor- 
ship or (0 bury their dead — It was one of the 
exclusive privileges of the English Church ! 
and ao'iiowerful was llieir political influence 
&■ ascendency, that when in parliament twelvo 
years a);o, i laboured whh mortirying failure, 
as others had done before me, not to procuis 
for (he excluded churches a grant of land. 
but only a right to purchase and hold enoush 
for those purposes required by decent consi- 
deration towards the dead and common hu- 
manity towards (tie feelings of surviving 
friends. With equally humjiiating want oC 
Euccess, it was for years attempted by tbe lara 
bon. and learned Speaker Bidwell to secure to 
disseoters the right of being married tj ilieit 

either to live in legal adultery or ofer them- 
selves under a violatinn of feeling, or or 
conscience, or of both, at the exclusive 
altar of the provincial hierarchy. Re- 
dress in these cases has, it a ttae, be*a 
at la«t obtaiaad. But let it not b« fe*-< 



f •ttea, it wa« obtained after a period of pro* 
tracted and fruitiest legislation, enough to 
wara us against the danger of giving one 
church an ascendaauy over another, or the 
enjoyment of rights and priiriteges not held ia 
eommoQ with their fellow clirislian budles in 
ihe same community. Our Staie-churchstiii 



honor and profit were held up to l!he eompo« 
titioo of christians ; but to qualify themselvea 
for their worldly situations they were to eat of 
the body and blood of their redeemer, no mat- 
ter what their inward faith or.defective prefiar* 
ation. Such offices were virtually held by the 
hierarchy, as bribes, to induce men to become. 



maintains its exclusiveness iu the charter of not beheving chrislians, but nomiual professors 

King's College. The price of learning there, ofachurehand state. In like manner our 

19 subscriptiou to the 3i> articles — [ihe lion* provincial hierarchy claim exclusively to en- 

me-nber for Lennox and Audi ngton (Mr.Cart- joy the Clergy Reserves. They invite you 

. , X, • ^.1 *•.._. I...: — wiihin the pale of their church, by simple 



right) here interrupted, stating that it was an 
error, as such 5ubscrij)lion was only required 
from the Professors and members of the Col- 
lege Council] — Very well, 8ir, 1 will take the 
proposition as stated by the hon. member, aa.i 
thank him for the correction. A most learned 
man presents himself for a Professorship, em- 
ioenti} qualified to leach, andforiifiod with ev- 
ery t,estimpaial ul merit aud ca|r<icity; his cre- 
dentials are recognized, and the same breath 
by which his rare services are a most promised 
a welcome ia these theatres of science, — an- 
nounces a condition, — subscription to the 39 
crticZcJ— Perhaps he s. y*. *• 1 am no theolo- 
gian ; 1 look to the iSi te not the book of lit- 
urgy for my creed ; besides 1 am a young 
man and a young christian, unwilling to sub- 
scribe to 39 articles of faith comprehending 
many reli;^ious and metaphysical subtleties ; 
and my premature subscription now might in- 
terfere with tlie freedom of my conscientious 
dissent from any of them in future life — pray 
therefore accept my services in the science I 
profess.** The church promptly replies,— 
** away with the schismatic!" If the highly 
gifted Dr. Chalmers, the literary and theolog- 
ical boast of Scotland,, yes, of liritain, were 
to present himself for Academic honors m 
Upper Canada, he would be treated and repell- 
ed at the great seat of Canadian learning as a 
heretic. Aud could you wave a mugic wand 
over the illustrious tomb of Robert Hall, and 
tender his unrivalled eloquence, piety and 
learning to serve, m our Uuiversiiy, the inter- 



subscriptiun with the pen. Lo! How easy it 
is to be registered a christian on earth : but it 
is the wrong way to secure their registry in 
heaven. Come within the legal precji^cts of 
the church, and you share her vast 'estates; 
]But if you conscientiously dissent, you are 
doomed to stay without, admiring the grapes 
of her favoured vineyard, and calling them 
sour, till tantalized by protracted tasteless 
contemplation, some may chance to relieve 
the scruples of uon>conformity, and qualify 
Co share their luxurious fruit. 

Hume, not so great a friend to religion ai 
he was to monarchy, gives the following ac- 
count of the ctfects of poitical interference 
with religion and of the tttempis to enforce 
conformity. 

**These controversies had already excited sack 
ferment among the people, that in some places 
ihoy refused to frequent the churches where the 
habits and ceremonies were used ; would no^ sa. 
lute the conforining dorgy ; and proceeded so 
far as to revile them in the streets, to spit in 
their faces, and to use them with all manner of 
contumely. And while the sovereign authority 
checked these excesses, the flame was confined, 
notoxlinguiflhod : and burning fiercer from con- 
finement, it burst out, in the succeeding reigns, 
to the destruction of the church and mouarchy.** 

And again, 

••The fatal St. Bartholomew ftpprcaihed,*heday 
when the cler{^y wero obliged, by th'e late law, ei- 
ther to reinquish their livmgs, or to sign the ur- 



esis of religion, or teach the philosophy of tides, required of them. A combination had been 



morals, he would meet with the same disdain- 
ful rejection. The exclusive church has ac- 
quired this exclusive charter, and still retains 
it notwithstanding years of remonstrance,. — 
The English Universities are in like manner 
the property of the church of England; and 
the exclusive rights they have held for centu- 
ries, they still hold in faithful monopoly. — 
Hence we learn the. danger of granting any 
other than equal civil and religious rights to 
the whole community ; since we find that an 
invidious ascendancy once granted, can be 
long and tenacioudy held to the prejudice of 
thQ most learned and pious chrisiians.»— 
The history of the sacramental test in Eng- 
land inculcates the same instruction against 
religious monopolies. — Until lately no dissen- 
ter could fill any public or corporate office 
without first taking the sacrament at the altar 
^the established ehnrck. Various offices of 



entered into by the more zealous of the presbyto- 
rian ecclesiastics to refuse the subscription ; iii 
hopes that the bishops would not venture at ones 
to expel so great u number of the most popular 
preachers. The catholic party at court^ who ds. 
sired a groat rent among the protestants, encou- 
raged them in this obstinacy, and gave them 
hopes that the king would protect them in their 
rcfubal Ihe king hiaisolf, by his irresolute 
conduct, contrjbuied, either from dosiga or 
accident, to increase this opinion. Above all, 
the terms of subscription had been made strict and 
rigid, on purpose to disgust all the zcaljus and 
scrupulous among the presbyterians, and deprivo 
them of their livings. About 52000 of the clergy, 
in one day, relinquished their cures ; and to the 
astonishment of the court, sacrificed their in-> 
torest to their religious tcuots. Bishoprics 
were offered to Calamy, Baxter, and R-.jynolds, 
leaders among the presbyterians ; the lart ocily 
could be prevulnd on to accept. Deaneries and 
ether prsfermeaU were reiUssd b^ man^.* 



j^ 



Iiel ai Uk« ttom the lima aulhori inolhei bad anlvtunad an Dnninnpant«b]« iTerdaa 

■p«cimenof Uia spiiit eDgeinlurcd by piihtical Thecighta of patrons bod lor some jcbtb been 

BEcendsncy in a church. .>.-.i;.i.~j . — j -u -f ..i 

" By the act of uniform ily, every clerfrjniaii, 
who tliould ofFioialo ivi.huut being properly qas- 
liGed, WII9 puiiiEbablo by lino and impiiEOniDGnt ; 
but thi= Eecurlty was not thought suGisiont for the 
church. It waa now enacted, tliat ivhororcr five 
persons above those of the Earns household should 
aEserobloin a religious con grogation, every one of 
them v; as liable, tor tho fiist uircncp, to be im~ 
prisoned three months, ot pay fiva poVinds; fot 
1, toboimpriEOiieJa' 



eMcrs. It was now enacted, Ihatall incumbente, 
who had been admitted on this title, should re- 
ceive a prosmtatiun from the patron, and should 
bo inrtitulod anew by the bishop, under the pen- 
alty of doprivrtion. The more rigid preabjterians 



ceitad 



pounds; and for tho third to be transported 
pay It hundred pounds.'' 

dcadletler; and ivlien 



Thi 



1 year! 



church iind si 



refused obedience : they imagined that thei 
ber would protect them. Three hundred an d£lly 
parishes, abovo a third of tho kingdom, trers at 
once declared vacant. The western counties 
chiefly mere iibslinalo in this particular. New 
* * ■ wught for all over the kingdom; 

ignorant or vicious as to be 



thus liuhed logelher rejected. The people, who loved extremely ai 



of Parlini 



it power to procure such 
>, it is not singular that the con- 
m also infected ihe courts of hiw, poisoned 
ll^a niiinl3 of the Judges, aud coniaminnled 
tl:^ foutilnins of nationnl justice. Thus \V;\g- 
Et^ifnad others of a jury, in the ago of Sir 
I,!:>ihew llalp, were fined 100 marks a piece, 
bv Keeling Lord Chief Justice of the court of 
King's Bench, "because though evidence was 
given before them that many persons above the 
number uf five had beeu assembled in such a 
place, (iittt had Bibles tuilk tkv 



, ectod their former teachers ; men remarkable 
for the severity of their nianners, and their fer- 
Tour in preaching; were inflamed against these 
intruders, who had obtained their Uiings under 
such inviduoua circuhistanccE, and who took no 
care, by tho rcgulnrlly of their manners, to soften 
the prejudicoa entertained agairiat them." 

The (ate of Bcctland has been the recent 
fiiie of Upper Canada, The pi;ople have ever 
been averse to the establielimentof a dominant 
church with any peculiar prifile^s or endow-^ 
ments from the Government. They hove e: 



I nutt siiiKu isiui limn, nna were .., , . ■■ i -',.•,- 

fcd li.cm godly, .f 1 ,cFii,t a LZ "!™' " "" KinJ. ™inero„.l, .ig.cd, for n,«,, 



would liol fii:d (liem gu;Iiy. 
venticle, upon the late as t, bi 
no full evidence that thi 



c any religio] 
And the Jury were 
their fines." 
■ "And now the cou 
n their behalf ii 



ccp.iig 
sspmbled 



i worship, as the at 



and" this direct expr"ession of their 
almost unanimous desire, has been seconded by 
their icprcsentativee in this House, in succes- 
, ■ , ... , . ; sive Sessions and in aucoesaive Parharaents. — 

Ited till they paid y^^ recently the united wiehea of the people 
have been painfully and alarmingly violated by 
ofexchequerwasmoved forcibly est iblishing amongst them, in Scotch 
3ve by certiarori the re- fashioi!, the very Episcopal ascendancy they 
cord cf their fines and eElreals : to which tho had deprecated. Filly seven reetories liave in 
Allor.^cy General said, that that concerned open defiance of universal sentiment, been er- 
the King only, and therefore ihoy were to be ected within our borders, richly endowed, and 
removed at the suit and desire of the King armed wilh exclusive ecclesiastical and apiritual 
'■■ *- notolherwise; &heseemed very angry rrghfa aud privileges ; while with similar defi- 



that such moiioQ was made"; and thi 
derof London said, "that those fines belonged 
to the cily by their charter, so that Iheir court 
had nothing to do with them." They were 
afterwards brought into the King's Bench up- 
tia ajiiiibeas corpus; but were not bailed till 
tbcy hud paid their fines." 

yrich is or at least recently was the law in 
England, and within these few years a minister 
o£ tlie Eslablished Church was subjected loa 
complain! for violating this act of parliament 
hy L-lci'.dinjf a domestic prayer meeting for 
the v.Gr.,!iip of God. This' rcgulaliun as unjust 
(o chri.;timi3 as it is insolcnl to flcaven, is tha 
OiTspri:)gtf the connection between Cbnrch & 
Kwic. l!;it we gather from the history of 
B^otland slill mote striking & fearful evidence 
of ti:c tyranny of the Church and State over a 
^isscntii)^ country : 

•' Bui tliD chief oircumstmce, whence wera 
deprived all the subsequent tyranny and clisorders 
i;i Scollr.nd, was the eaecution of tho laws for 
the establi:,hmcnt of episcopacy ; a modo of 
EOTtnuneKt, towbieh a grMt part of tha nattoa 



clergy reserves are sold under an English 
act ot parliament passed without our knowledge 
and consent, to the amount of £70,000. & that 
amount abstracted from our impoverished land, 
and paid into the military chest. This ia des- 
potism as undeserved by Canada as it is unwor- 
thy the parant stale. We have not the physi- 
cal strength, if we had the moral courage ol Ihe 
Scotch, to resist the evil ; and therefore neces- 
sity may doom us to bow to wrongs, which, be,, 
cause of our weakness, it was ungenerous to 
inflict. How keenly are we at ibiB hour feeling 
the scourge which has thus been visited upon ua 
tha hy the ascendancy of tho church which in Eng- 
land maintains her adulterous union with the 
State. Perhaps providence may have in reserve 
for us some unseen way of escape from the Jni- 
pending corruption of religion, and wound of 
the dearest privilegesof an oulrageddependency, 
Tho proposition of the learned meniber fol 
Toronto to divide these Clergy Reserves among 
a select number of churches is equally, if not 
more objectionable than the devotion of tbem tq 
ona. Upon what principle ii thii oiuioui •elw 
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*n tojfce made ? pa ft t© be npun the principle 
of numerical strength ? You might as well raea- 
0ure,a man's conscience by his corporal dimen- 
sions ! Is it to be upon the principle of ortho- 
doxy '« Then the learned gentleman must be 
the Prometheus of the House to draw fire from 
Heavtfn, to subject the various creeds to its 
more than human test in the crucible of truth. 
Or will he assume to be our Inquisitor-General, 
and with the aid of a Select Committee sum- 
mon the christian communily to answer his 
searching investigation 1 It would be a singu- 
lar scene : only imagine it. Inqusilor.'-Do you 
believe in the Trinity ? Wi/ness.— That word 
18 not in the bible, pray what do youmcan by it? 
Inquisitar.—l am not expoundmg my taith; 1 
am enquiring after yours. Witness. ---^ly taith 
is between me and ray Maker. Inquisitor. --IR^e' 
port the contumacious fellow to the Hon. House, 
that he may be committed to the terrible custo- 
dy of the Sergcant-at- Arms. So that we might 
at last arrive at that very physical force thought 
too gross for the modern refinemert of those" 
who direct their keener operations against the 
spiritual part of man. Why should any be 
selected? Why should any be excluded "J It is 
proposed, I understand, to limit the distribution 
to the four principal churches, viz.— the Estab- 
lished Church of England, the Roman Catho- 
lics, the Scotch Kirk, and the Wesleyan Me- 
thodists. If it is just no longer to exalude the 
three last, it must be unjust to continue the ex- 
clusion of others. Enumerate as many reasons 
as you please for the future admission of any 
three churches, and each of those reasons 
will afford an appeal equally forcible in behalf 
^the neglected ones. The four churches above 
mentioned are called the phncipal or leading 
ones; and, it seems, they are on that account, 
intitlcd to consideration. But if they have ar- 
rived at their present importance without 
your aid, it is evidence, the best evidence too, 
of their ability to maintain it. The great difficul- 
ties have been already overcome. Under Provi- 
dence these churches have become organized, 
effective and evangelically influential. They 
have been built, certainly not upon Acts of Par- 
liaraent, or Clergy Reserves. The admission 
of them is not pretended to be upon the ground 
of their poverty or weakness, or from the fear 
they cannot prosper for the next, as they have 
done for the past 4^ years. Can a christian, 
then, put his hand on his heart and say, that 
the proposed extension of the ecclesiastical 
wealth, is either necessary or intended for the 
benefit of churches which have heretofore been 
planted, watered, and matured into temporal 
independence and spiritual prosperity, with the 
ellosuffieient aid of the divine blessing? When 
Christianity was so dififused thro' all countries, 
as to be aaid ** to fill the world ;*' when chris- 
tians were '* innumerable even in distant prov- 
inces ;*' when, says Arnobius, *• men of the 
greatest genius, orators, grammarians, rheto- 
ricians, lawyers, and physicians," became con- 
verts in the face of pagan threats, executions 
imd tortures ; when mmnkiod were so univer- 



sally christitnizeA that there remained of tfiet 
world only a remnant for easy conquest ; when 
the force of truth under the spirit and provN 
dence of Heaven had gained this glorious as- 
cendancy ; then Constanliiie offered his alliance 
and imperial favor. So, you are the Constan- 
lines of the day. Seeing that certain churches 
have firmly taken root and grown into general 
christian considerat.on and respect, you obtrude 
upon them your Clergy Reserves &iA Parlia- 
mentary alliance. As the church under Con- 
stantino was corrupted and impaired, so will 
our religion droop under the patronage with 
which you may overshadow it. 

You ill bestow your parliamentary charity. It is 
usual to give to the needy ; but on this occasion 
it is proposed to enrich those who have already 
enough. The course pursued would appear 
more plausible, were aid pro|K>sed for the small- 
er churches whose age and resources might be 
considered as presenting claims for support.— 
But it is unaccountable conduct to pass over 
those who least to those who most 'want !— 
If indeed it w^ere a question of worldly policy ; 
if It were a conspiracy on the part of the State 
to exercise thro' an ecclesiastical connection, a 
greater degree of political influence in the com- 
munity ; if it were intended by a new relation 
with these religious orders, to place them above 
their congregations in temporal matters, and 
thereby render theta freer agents as executive 
functionaries ; if it were desired to weaken the 
reciprocity between pastors and their flocks, 
and sacrifice the endearing relations usually 
subsisting between them, for the purpose of 
creating as far as possible an identity of feeling: 
and interest between ministers of religion and 
ministers of state ; if in order to impart ta 
government afiairs the direct or indirect sanc- 
tion of religion, and to secure for those affairs 
the pulpit, domestic and itinerant advocacy of 
christian teachers, it were resolved to encour- 
age an influential priesthood dependant on the 
crown ; then, indeed, it would be obviously wise 
and consistent to seek out the most potent and 
serviceable allies, who would bring to play the 
greatest amount of religious ascendancy, popu- 
lar consideration and secular influence. But 
guided as the House is, or ought to be, solely by 
a desire of doing good to rehgion, for religion's 
Bake,&. fortbe promotion of its friendly operation 
and spiritual predominance and diffusion, it is 
unaccountable there should be a predilection 
for the most flourishing churches, and not fot 
those minor ones, which might (if Clergy Re- 
serves can do it) be filled with a warmer zeal 
and transported into a nobler and holier sphere 
of ministeiial operations. The payment of one 
church by the state is thought of dangerous ten- 
dency. How much more alarming is the pro- 
positon to pay four? The danger as it affects 
both our political and religious condition is in- 
creased by it beyond geometrical proportion.—* 
To add the leven of the state to one church is 
bad ; to add it to four is fearfully worse. While 
there is only one dominant church the vigilance 
of the rest acts as a salutary check. The ex- 



fSiiAed ehafchet are neceasaHlv united for their 
common vindicatibti, and our Itbenief, religious 
and civil, have, therefore, from them the gua- 
rantee of an interested co-operation. But 
when yoa weaken those churches oy magnetis- 
ing the more potent ones with the Clergy Re- 
serves and thereby drawing them from this 
christian confederacy, you leave the residue in 
a helpless ana debilitated condition. It iis the 
application of apolitical maxim to ecclesiastical 
affiirs, " divide and govern." 

The endowed churches will have an addit- 
ional bond of union ; but it will be of a worldly 
kind. The English church have long asserted 
and maintained their exclusive nglit ; and it 
would be a calumny against that church to as- 
sume they have been more periinacious than 
will be their new associates. Hence they will 
combine to maintain the vast estates conferred 
upon them, because the rights of each can then 
only be certainly preserved by sustaining the 
rights of all. They may indulge the utmost 
acrimony against each other for alleged her- 
isies, and yet be faithfully banded together to 
preserve the inviolability of their exclusive tem 
poralities. They may dispute which church 
should, as an affair of honor, take rank and pre- 
cedence, and which should have tne largest 
share, or upon what principle the division 
should be made ; but expect not any concess- 
ion that such superiority can be claimed by 
others, or that others could, without sacrilege 
and trime, invade their vested rights. 

There is an obvioos charm in the operation of 
these ample donations. Ch3mi8ts often discover 
an ingredient which will procure the union of sub 
stances, mutually repellent ; and the grand de- 
sideratum is now found out for holding the most 
transcendent ecclesiastical contrarieties in har- 
monious solution. Protestants and Roman 
Catholics, Kirk and Methodists are reduced to 
gether by the common solvent of clergy res- 
erves ; and I verilv believe there would be no 
precipitate from the addition of a little pagan- 
ism. The woIfe and the lamb, the leopard & 
the kid seem to mingle together in prophetic 
harmony. But in this case, it is not so much 
from a mixture of spirit as of interest. It is 
sot so much from the milk of human kindness 
jBs from the satiety ot hierarchal participation. 
^ fThey take their seats at the festival of our pub- 
lic lands ; and in language not borrowed from 
4he book of Proverbs or the works of Solo- 
mon, they ^^ pick the same bone," they *^ fea- 
Hher themselves together in the same nests," 
iindthey **feed at the same bread and butter.** 

Mueh, sir, as 1 respect many of my Car 
ibolic friends, I sincerely believe their church, 
ju they sincerely believe mine, to be in fatal 
^arror. Each apprehends With jregret» wholly 
jfree from unkindness, that the other will be 
^lamned. What course does it become .us, unr 
^erthis belief, respectively to take! ^Can f 
^agree to endow the Roman church to enable 
Ahem the more easily and effectually to propa- 
Mte the very doctrines against which I protest! 
£aII Sanaa Catbdiee jj^foperly aid the eatise 



IS 

of heresies, called damnable, wHh special ap- 
propriations ? Ought either of us to compro- 
mise his faith ? If religion is important, il 
is supremely so. If it is anything, it is every- 
thing. To effect then, this worldly accommo- 
dation, ought we, by public grants, to accelerate 
the progress of error and hazard the salvation 
of immortal souls] Let every man t^nswer 
thoae enquiries to himself, upon the principle 
of patriotsm and the hopes ot the christian, 

In4:ad of giving these clergy reserves, I am 
ready and anxiouc^ without fear of present or 
future consequences, to give them collectively 
& individually the BiBLEt ^* that they may read, 
learn, mark and inwardly digest it." But I 
will not endow error. Nor will I legislate 
against it, because I heartily believe that the 
divine truth contains within itself all the ne- 
cessary elements for its own achievements. I 
would as soon give Clergy Reserves to chem- 
ists to extract sun- beams from cucumbers for 
Xho Sun. Remove all artificial obstructions, 
and light dispels the darkness wherever it 
shines. But if, invading the empire and prero- 
gative of Heaven, you endow this darkness, 
and give it legislative locality and habitudes, 
yon, more or less, obstruct the genial ray and 
eclipse the firmament of truth. 

Instead of making a State provision for any 
one or more churches ; instead of apportioniog 
the clergy reserves among them with a Ticw of 
promoting Christianity ; instead of giving pen- 
sions or salaries to ministers, to make them in- 
dependent of voluntary contributions from the 
people ; I would stud.ously avoid that policy, 
and leave truth unfettered and unimfieded tQ 
make her own conquests. Lawyers and Phy- 
sicians have no clergy reserves. They depend 
upon the support of the community which ben- 
efits by their labors. The professions of law 
and physic are well represented in this Asem- 
bly, and bear ample testimony to the sufficient 
generosity of the people towards them. Will 

food, pious and evangelical ministers of our 
oly religion, be lik^ily to fare worse than the 
physicians of the body ? or the agents for our 
temporal affairs ? Let gospel ministered, as the 
scriptures say, live by the gospel ; and the very 
apostolic maxim that the workman is worthy of 
his hi]4, implies the performance of duty re- 
warded teinporally by those who impose or re- 
ceive it. There is no fear the profession wtll 
become extinct from want of professors. Was 
there (any thing Locke may say to the contrary 
notwitnstanding) ever a nation on the earth, 
however barbarous, without something of a 
priesthood } The aboriginees of this continent 
answer in the negative ; and the least civilized 
tribes have their professional functionaries to 
offer up their occasional sacrifices to the «*great 
spirit." We have had too, from the earliest 
history of the Province standing evidence xo 
the contrary in the history of the Methoditft 
Episcopal church up to a recent period. That 
church was planted in this colony witnottt 
the knowled^ or consent of the govern- 
;p|iejpt. The scattered settlcventii ot h e ww 




•dtstitifte, .were every where naited by 
Jiar itineiant ministry, which increasea with 
the popitktioD, and wapts of the country, 
and acquired under Providence, acknowledged 
distinction for the superiority of their numbers, 
for tlte devoted character of their piety, for the 
fervour of their preaching, for the saiietity of 
their lives, and for the converting influence so 
abundantly shed upon their highly-favored min- 
istrations. They were, however, regarded by 
the government with jealousy and contempt ; 
and subjected to indignity under vice-regal re- 
pulsion and parliamentary investigation. ** Me- 
thodist" was a term of reproach ; and an hen. 
member of this House was once expelled for 
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(hose bonoties wlitcb we reoehre as depentfenr 
creatures. Reposing without timid apprehen-" 
sion in a divine superinteodmg care over mate- 
rial things, why sbo*d we be distrustful of equal 
superintending care over spiritual thingsl Con-- 
scious of our inability to direct terrestrial pow- 
ers, it is Pagan presumption, like Phaeton, ta 
ascend the chariot of the Sun, and drive with 
fearful temerity round the zodiac of religious 
truth. Will le,arned gen. assume to legislate 
for the clouds 1 Do, then, your work of supe- 
rogation. Pass a law for a safety -fund of rain.- 
Tax every man with the precautionary duty of 
periodically watering an allotted portion of the 
earth, as pabulum for the sun to distill the 



methodestically recommending a collection of balmy dew, to supply the winged vapours of 



his friends to live according to the gospel they 
professed. Amidst contumely and opposition, 
nowever, they flourished almost beyond exam- 
ple. Devoted to the gospel, *< all other things 
were added to them ;'' and perhaps tliere has 
not been, since primitive times, more striking 
evidence o( the existence of ** a Kingdom not 
of this world" swayed by a spiritual sceptre.— 
Has the christian community ,on the other hand, 
benefited by the late appropriations of the gov- 
ernment to religious uses ? or has the prospect 
brightened before the expected distribution of 
the clergy reserves 1 When, therefore, we 
find the christian church in the first three cen- 
turies flourishing against the State, and declin- 
ng under its sabdcquent patronage under Con- 
stantine ; and when we see the same thing ve- 
rified upon a smaller scale within the borders of 
our own country, surely we need not hesitate 



the air, to spread out the cloudy curtain of the 
sky and seasonably diflfuse more genial show- 
ers. Does this seem absurd ? Open, then, 
the eyes of the understanding and see that it 
is not less absurd to usurp the spiritual then 
the physical throne ; not less absurd to assume 
to govern **a kingdom 'not of this world,*' 
than to govern the clouds for him ** who rides 
upon the whirlwind and directs the storm.*' 
In the things about us we witness the particu- 
larity of Providence, acting nevertheless under 
the simplicity of a law which is equally the 
object of our gratitude and admiration. Let 
us judge of the certainty, simplicity and efii- 
ciency with which he can govern his church* 
by the display of corresponding attributes ia 
the works of nature. He wields his almighty 
power not less for all that is little, than for all 



practically to believe 'the proposition that if ^^^^ " §'««• ^y ^^^ s^™® apparent natural 
truth is let alone it will prevail. Such was the c*"»^ w®. ^^o controlled the waves of the ocean 



advice of Gamalial ; and let not learned mem- 
bers forget he was **a doctor of law.** He opposed 
those wiioge object it was to support the estab- 
lished errors by punishing those who ofiered the 
truth. He fortified his position with striking il- 
lustrations, & closed his eloquent and dignified 
address with the following advice ; ** And now 
I say unto you, refrain from those men and let 
them alone ; for if their counsel, or their work 
be of men, it will come to naught ; but if it be 
of God, you cannot overthrow it." Lord 
Bacon (to the best of my recollection) 
Las somewhere said, "when truth is left alone 
to grapple with error, who ever knew her wor^ 
sted in the contesil** But our modern piiiloso- 
phers, instead of condescending to be children 
of' truth, aspire to make truth a child to us, 
to put her into leading strings, wrap her in 
•waddling clothes, confine her in the nursery, 
and smother her with kindness under Acts of 
Parliament ! Truth, however, is not an exoiic 
or a hot house plant. It is indigenous in every 
country, congenial to every climate and the 
native of every soil. How can it be otherwise, 
since it proceeded from him who can be found 
and worshipped < qually in every moimtain top, 
in every valley and in every shade. 

The course of nature is the course of PrdVid- 
^nce. It is the practice of every day to confide 



swelling into tides, and the fluctuation of the 
least ripple upon the surface of a basin of wa- 
ter. From the same cause we trace the spher- 
ical shape of a planet, and of those morning 
dew drops glittering over the verdant fields 
like ** oriental pearl;** and hence in the house 
of mourning you see drop after drop, distilled 
by sorrow, rolling globule after globule down 
the cheek. Therefore a poet, without indul- 
ging in mere poetical license, has justly and 
beautifully said — 

^*ThatTery law which moulds a tear 
And bids it trickle from it« source, 
That law preserves the earth a sphere, 
And guides the planets io their course.** 

When it is considered that it is the same pow^ 
erthat controls the stupendous movements oC 
the universe, and the simple effervesence of a^ 
mixture, we should learn that the relative terma 
great and little applied to'Him **are terms with^ 
out meaning;** that His provideuce is equals 
ly universal and equally particular ; that it iSi 
equally conversant with the events of nations 
and of an individual supplicant ; that while it 
counts the stars of the firmament and the ne«> 
bule of the milky way, it regards the falling or 
a sparrow, and numbers the hairs of his -(SoU 
GeueraPs) learned head. This particularity or 
providence in material things aflbrds no apo* 
logy for a christian's distrust either of his will 



10 U aa sufficiet^ to insure the continuance of or ability te dispense the afiairs of that spijtUAr^ 
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til Kingdom wtuch ha lit* himself esUbliahe J 
and covenanted to uiaiotain fur ever. 

Will learned gentleraeo pass a la«r in 
behalf of ^ravitatiou ? Gravitation presents to 
the mind ihe vastest and sublimest conception 
within the compass of the universe. — Where- 
evcr we j^o, yea, whereever our thoughts can 
reach, this all pervading power extends its il- 
Hmitable inflnence.— We acknowledge iis pre- 
sence when we truckle a pebble along the 
grour^d, cr trace the mariner's lead descending 
the abyys; we feci it in the licaving oflhc ocean, 
&recog:jise from it all the various ccmodiricJ 
motions v/hicli tho material world allords.— 
Even if we leave the earth and wander where- 
ever the imagination may clioose to rov3 thro' 
boundless space, we find at every step as we 
travel from planet to planet, and fiom world 
to world, this mysterious power, so universal- 
ly diffused as not to leave a point of space, or 
a solitary atom of matter unconscious of 
its presence or dominion. — It is every wiiere 
pres'^nt and unceasingly active. — V* iih this 
grfat truth proved to us to ('cmonslnuion, can 
we fiiil to r-jccgnize the greater iivdi (which 
this glimpse ot'ihe glory of cr3ati'jn v/as part- 
ly intended to illustrate) that he wiio called all 
these things into being and upholds them by 
the word of his power, is al:;o himoeif every 
where present and unceasingly active ? Can 
it be difficult to believe of the creator, liowe- 
ver wonderful it may be, what we f.re obliged 
upon investigation to beheve of whnt he has 
created ? The ancient Psalmist must - have 
had something to supply the place of the illu- 
niinations of modern science, when without 
any knowledge of this all pervading law of gra- 
vitation, he thu.s so sublimely delcniated the 
corresponding attributes of the God of nature; 
" Thou art about my path, and about my bed, 
and spicst out all my ways — suck knowledge 
is too wonderful and excellent for me ; I can- 
not attain unto it — whither shad I go, then, 
from thy presence 1 If I climb up into the 
Heavens, thou art there ; if I go down into 
thb bottomless pit, thou art there also. — If I 
take the wings of the morning and remain in 
the uttermost part of the sea, even there also 
/shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand 
shall hold me." — How strictly the law in this 
case corresponds to the law-giver! In the con- 
templation of this stupendous subject, New- 
ton Expressed the thought (it has sublimity if 
not truth) that spaco the very scene of such 
mighty works, was tho sensorium of the su- 
gireme. — And how nearly is that thought alli- 
ed to one of divine authority, " in him we live 
and move and have our being." When there- 
fore, we see the certainty and efficiency with 
which by one simple law of gravitation ho 
Dpholds the great and the little every where 
in the material universe, and therewith 
•♦ spreads his tende^r mercies over all his 
works," surely we have an ample guarantee 
for the certainty & efficiency of His Holy and 
iill-pemding spirit in dispensing the affairs an4 



consummating tbt giory of the Kiogdom of 
Christ. — We not only thus learn from the light 
of nature, that his providence is certain and 
efficient for the advancement of His Church, 
but we gather from revelation itself, the purely 
spiritual means by which he has ordained and 
promised alone to govern and superintend it. 
When a lawyer is asked by a client how the 
affairs of a deceased peison shall be adminis* 
tcred, he inquires for his wiili from a careful 
perusal of which he collects the wishes and in- 
tentions of the testator. — He does not consider, 
iiow he would dispose of his own affairs as a 
jTuids for administering those of another; he 
docs not act the part of a mere critic or re- 
viser cf the document before him ; nor does he 
presume to make mterpolations in it, or arbitra- 
rily to pursue or modify the terms prescribed by 
it. — Ue is satisfied honestly to expound the 
views cfthe testator as solemnly expressed in 
his will, and then honestly direct the admin- 

ist ration accordingly. 1 now hold in ray 

hand a laKt will and testament Christians 

ruli it the Now Testament ; and it is our duty 
fiofu it to gather and to follow the pleasure of 
tiie divine tCf>taior. — In our general reasoning 
pjid sp?nulations on this subject we might err ; 
hut wiiat we collect from this 80urcc,comes with 
that authority which it is a matter of prudence 
and duty to obey. — From the time our Saviour 
rejected all the Kingdoms of this worlds and tho 
glory of them, to the period of his ascension, 
we derive one consistent lesson respecting his 
Kingdom, tbe sprituality of its government, and 
its seperation from the world. In the Bermon 
from a mountain to great multitudes of people, 
a sermon embracing a variety of duties, he does 
not hint at Clergy Reserves, or endowment* 
or national patronage. — The very expression 
•♦ thy Kingdom come'* implies more what tho 
nations should receive than what they ever could 
confer — and the concluding words " for tkineia 
the Kingdom, and the foioer aud the glory, for 
ever," are so dicidedly exclusive of ine world, 
and such complete assumption of the whole do-i 
minion, that it plainly requires Kings, nations 
and patliaments to be rather prostrate christians^ 
than with antichristian aristocracy to volunteer 
themselves patrons of God. 

Had it been intended to promote and sus- 
tain Christian Churches through the govern- 
ments of the world, we might expect to meet 
with appeals to them in their behalf, when the 
infancy of those churches, according to all hu- 
man calculations, most needed such interposi- 
tion. Had it r.ot been unwise and inexpedient, 
twelve kings with their political establishments, 
miglit have been Apostolized instead of the J 2 
disciples; and suiely^we might at least look 
for some admonitions to such civil authorities 
to afford, as a duty,their patronage and endoir- 
ments. But I do not remember in tbe wliols 
compass of the New Testament, a distant in<« 
timation of the kind. Christianity was to pre* 
-^'ail against governments, but governments 
were not intrusted or commissioned to I'ear 
pbristianity. And now that otiristiaaiti^ hM 




.1 _ . 



15 



prtttiled ftjfftinBl them, their obtruded p&troD- 
fi^e and endowments aro as ill-timedy as they 
ftre unneeded, yen, pernicious. Upon commis- 
flioningf his disciples to go into the world the Sa- 
▼ionr said *' behold I send you forth as sheep in 
thejmidst of wolves," and, '• take heed to your- 
selves, for they shall deliver you up to councils, 



penalties to b^ inflicted upon all non-eonfofni« 
istp, just as infidelity was proclaimed in France. 
The legal ri^ht wouiu ftxisi, but founded on a 
moral wronc», on an oflonce an;ainst God and 
the religious relation he boij-rs tov,'ft:il3 his crea- 
tures indiv. dually, ifence cu: Saviour upon 
his arraignment pleaded : — 1st. 1'ha.t the eub- 



and in the Synagogues ye shall be beaten : and ject matter did not belong to earthly judicatures, 
ye shall be brought before rw/ers and Kings tor »• my kingdom is not of this world.** 2dly.— 

When the judge ashed him ♦* Whence oro 
thou?* He '^gave him no answer,** a very 
plain indication that such an earthly court could 
not rightly interfere with the rclatioa ho sus- 
tained to the mo3t high. 3rdly. — When Pilate, 



ye _ 

my 8%ke, for a testimony against tJiem,** And 
what was the testimony ? That they had pat- 
ronized and endowed that slate religion which they 
believed to be true and which they therefirre SUS' 
tained according to the law of the land against the 



introduction of what they believed to be error.- If like a modern judge, rebuked him for standing 



testimony is thus borne against them,\t lies equ- 
ally against us. It will not, however,be ^testimo- 
ny against them for acting according to the dic- 
tates of their conscience & the requirements of the 
law : but for blindness unhappily produced by 
the corrupting influence of a system which as- 
sumed a censorship and domini()n, not merely 
over morals, but over religion^B, subject so foreign 
to their jurisdiction that its sphere exists solely 
between every individual and his maker. By 
creating ourselves national judges of what is 
the true religion, and making our belief of its 
truth the justification for exercising our parlia- 
mentary authority in its establishment and sup- 
port, we invite by our example all the pagan 
governments of the earth under the ^ame per- 
suasion to fortify their error and provide means 
for the stability of their gods. Such an appli- 
cation of Legislative power for the maintain- 
ence of idolatry tends to perpetuate it ! And 
of what avail can it be to the christian ? It 
would on the face of it, be an unavailing plea, 
for Canadians on the judgment day, to say, 
••Now we see our error, but we followed the es- 
tablished churth,'sanctioned & endowed by the 
state." 

Our Savior was accused by State accusers, 
•* the nation and chief priests,'* and of a State 
offence, •* by our law he ought to die, because 
he made himself the Son of God ;** he was ar- 
rested for it by State authority, ** the band and 
captain and officers of the Jews ;" he was taken 
before State authority, *' Pontius Pilate in the 
judgment hall.** It would, to my mind, be as 
correct to say that in England, it was unlawful 
for judges and juries to entertain a complaint 
against offenders lor non conformity, when that 
law was in force, as to allege illegality against 
the above proceedings. As it is admitted, our 
Saviour, instead of being guilty of blasphemy, 
manifested the glory of God, and taught the 
religion of truth to mankind, so it must be ad- 
mitted, the persons accused under the conventi- 
cle act^ were only guilty of « having Bibles** &• 
engaging in the social worship of their Maker in 
the name of their Redeemer. In both cases the 



mute, and averred his •* power to crucify or re- 
lease,** the Saviour answered in these memora- 
ble words, " Thou couldst have^no power at all 
against me, except it were given thee from a- 
bove ; therefore he that delivered me unto thee 
hath the greater sin.** This was another dis- 
tinct plaa to the jurisdiction : it declared that 
the offence of the person who delivered him, 
was not only ^rcaf but the greater because he 
arraigned h m before a tribunal which had np 
power delegated from Heaven, to adjudicate ik 
such a matter. But the present attempt par- 
liamentanly to judge between the churches; 
to elect what creeds shall be admitled to, and 
what excluded from official patronage and en- 
dowment; to decide what christians profess a 
faith intitling them to participate the wcaltii of 
the government, and what christians for some 
implied heresy or un worthiness sLouliJ merely 
receive toleration ; to invade tiie *' kingdom 
not of this world'* with invidioug and sectarian 
privileges by the conferring of whioh, some 
churches are to be honored, and by the with- 
holding of which, others are to be cashiered by 
the State; these parliamentary attempts thus 
to sow thosef?ds of jealosy among the churches 
of Christ, taint them with envy and infjctthem 
with an artificial anti-christian aristocracy, aro 
in practice, in principle and in consequences, 
so closely allied to the deprecated interference 
of the world with the supremacy of the Mes- 
siah, that any affectation of a distinction 
would vanish in a refinement. 

Whenever persons volunteered in the cause of 
Christianity upon its first announcement, nothing 
of the nature of Clergy Reserves was intimated 
to them ; but the church was exhibited poor of 
the world and ricn of heaven. When the scribe 
said, " I will follow thee wheresoever thou go- 
est;'* he was cheered with no present or future 
prospect of prmcely or national support, *« the 
foxes have holes and the birds -of the air have 
nests, but the son of man hath not where to lay 
his head ;" nor does it appear that he afterwards 
enlisted himself in the service of a kingdom 
which was engaged in a war with the whole world; 



State exercised powers conferred by the law of a kingdom, therefore, which co*d expect frnm its 
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the land, but in both cases it was a power, gran 
ted & exercised against the law of God as then 
f zpressed in natural and now in revealed reli- 
gion. An act mi^bt be passed establishing a 
new religion in Upper Canada, protected by 



govornments as little aid then,a8 it can need from 
them now. The same sentiment is pursued wlxen 
the young man ofgreat possessions made his en- 
quiries after salvation in an early period of the 
christian ministration. If the eburch was to b€ 



%t any I'ms indebted to the wealth of the world 
for nourishment and growth, it appeared at this 
primiti^ stage more particularly to require it. 
And had euch been the destined policy of the 
spiritual hierarchy, the presumption is that the 
young man would have been instruced as a mat- 
ter ot duty to convert his " great possessions" 
into clerafy reserves for the support of the pre- 
sent and the encouragement of future disciples; 
for ** the harvest was plenteou.-jjand the labour- 
ers few." A very different conrlupion, how- 
ever, must be drawn from the injunction "sell 
all thou hast, and give it to the poor and fol. 
low me." The church among cler^ry reserves, 
is represented, ** as seed among thorns;" »• the 
care of this world and the deceitfulness of 
riches, choke the word and it becometh unfruit- 
ful." Wherever in the form of a parable a 
prophetic account is given of the course and 
history of the church, no part is assigned to 
parliaments or national end(»wments. 

Hence the Saviour represents himeelF an, 
**the true vine" and his fathrr as 'Uhe hus- 
bandman" — and instead of nf rrin^, in any de- 
gree whatever, the growth and fruit fulness of 
the branches to national and parliamentary 
endowments, (without which some appre- 
hend the vine will wither av;ay) it is em- 
vphatically said, in explanation of the sole 
source of productivness, " without me ye can 
do nothing," — "I have chosen yonandor^/afTi^rf 
you, that you should <ro and brinij forth fruit 
and that your fruit should remain''^ — and at the 
same time, instead of conciliating the favor of 
the powers of the world, or prophesying their 
future co-operation, he announced their hatred 
and persecution. It is obvious from the con. 
text that the disciples were somewhat dis- 
mayed, when "iberfe things were Ispoken 
unto them that they might not be offended." — 
They saw a world of powers linked with 
paganism. These powers were to be overcome 
against thenitmost exercise of tiieir hatred and 
persecution, — and when subdued, it is not said 
or hinted, that they should be received as an 
ally or be allowed to sway the sceptre of the 
kingdom accomplishing their subjugation. 

The disciples are dismayed — How are they 
comforted ? With the prospect of Clergy Re- 
serves 1 or of national endowmeuts? or of par- 
liamentary legislation ? Not one word of con- 
eolation is derived from the world — There is no 
prophetic description of any kindred rehitinn 
present or future between Church and State, 
either to bring forth the fruit or make it re- 
main. They were **to teach all nations" and 
to •• feed the sheep," in the midtst of martyi-dom 
and death — and their encourasT^'ment is, *' be of 
food chf^er, / have overcome tiie world" and 
the ♦•father shall g^ve you another comforter 
that he may abide with you forever ; even the 
■•piritof truth, whom the world cannot receive;" 
the very world, indeed, without whoso aid 
Vnmed gentlemen would make me believe, 
ehristianity would become extinct. 

Here is the last will and testament. It ap- 
^inlB, to cany mit th« analogy, aa ejcocutor ; 
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but not of Kings or Parliaments, tt is express^ 
ly and exclusively, •« the comforter, which i* 
the Holy Ghost, to remainvnth themforever/*-^ 
Go and reach all nations <* and lo I am with you 
t^the end of the world." 

This promise is itself enough, and in the first 
centuries it was all-prevailing. It neither needs 
nor npks the super-addition of those national 
endowments, which, according to the experi- 
ence of the past agfos, and the testimony of Di- 
vines, »* have added to the wealth, but d<^troy- 
ed tlie spirituality of the church." 

Attempts were made to defeat divine prophe- 
cy by re-build,ng Jerusalem : but so safe was 
the truth under the supreme care, which is now 
distrusted, that the repeated attempts were as 
repeatedly defeated by a miraculous interfer- 
ence. The following is the account given by 
Dr. Moshi'^'m. 

"As Julian affected in general, to appear 
moderate in religious matters, unwilling to trou- 
ble any on account of their faith, or to seem averse 
lo any sect or party, so to the Jews, in particu- 
lar, be extended so far the marks of his indulgence 
as to permit thorn to rebuild the temple of Jeru- 
salem. The Jews set about this important work ; 
from which, however, they wero obliged to 
desist, before they had even begun to lay the 
foundations of the sacred cdi6co. For, while they 
wero removing the rubbish, formidable balls of 
fire, issuing out of the ground with a dreadful 
noise, dispersed both the works and the workmen, 
and repeated earthquakes filled the spectators of 
this astoninhing phenomenon with terror and 
dismay. This signal event is attested in a manner 
that renders its evidence irresistible, though, as 
usually happens in cases of that nature, the 
Christians have embellished it by augmenting^ 
rashly the number of the miracles that are sup- 
posed to have b^en wrought upon that occasion. 
The causps of this phenomenon may furnish 
matter ofdisput*; and learned men have, in '»ffect, 
been divided upon that point. All, however, who 
consider the matter with attention and impartia- 
lity, will perceive the stronj^est reasons for em- 
bracing the opinion of those who attribute this 
event to the calinighty interposition of the Supreme 
Being ; nor do the arguments ofiered by some to 
prove it the effect of natural causes, or those aU 
leged by others to persuade us that it was the re- 
sult of artifice and itnposture, contain any thing 
that may not be refutud with the utmost facility." 

According to the language of St. Paul, 
*« Christ is the head of the body, the Church." 
Lawyers will observe that it is not «* a head," 
which would imply the po.^sible existence of 
others ; nor is it.** the chief head," which we'd 
admit of subordinate ones : but it is emphati- 
cally expres-ed *Hhe head," supreme, admitting 
the pretensions of no other, the assumption of 
no deputy, and the competition of no Kinpr, na- 
tional executive or l^^gislalive assembly. Whtt 
is meant by the head ? It is the part by wiiich 
wo see, and hear and direct the movemeols of 
the general frame. In like manner, as **the 
Hoiid," He has an eye and an ear spiritually lo 
commune with His church and superinteiid its 
whole economy. This pledge ke hitherto hie» 
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%nd will oonflniie to redaMH. Do yon doubt it ? 
Will you (I speak it Dot irreverently) erect this 
Parliament into the Chancery of Heaven, and 
igsae a commission of lunacy in the case ?•— It 
sounds, indeed, so profane, as much to need an 
introductory apology. But does it not savor of 
the same profanity, to talk of bmldinof Christi- 
anity, not on "the rock" with the «♦ chief cor- 
ner stone," but on acts of parliament, clergy 
reserves, and state patronage? "If it be of 
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results, b? tbat gUtomw, which barely renier» 
•» the darko«ss visible," sfibrds by its political 
patronajpre a shameful and unprofitable substi- 
tute for those more spiritual endowments. 

To what purposes, then, ought these reserves 
to be applied ? To the general education of 
the ppople. Philosophy has been well styled 
«♦ the handmi d of religion :" and while the 
general diffusion of knowledge will augment 
the happiness of the community, it wi'l at the 



men, it will come to nought ; but if it be of ^^^f, ^^^^ enrich the corroborative testimonies 

God, ye cannot overthrow it. * Admit, then, j^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^i^in^ ^^^.^^ ^^d diminish that ig- 

of no ecclesiastical treason ; sanction no ueur- no^ance and error which have h^rertofore ren- 

pation ; attempt not to pass the baser currency ^g,g^ j^ ^^gg accessible to mankind, 
of the world in His spiritual kingdom. But 



fearlessly leave the church to her King, with 
such ministers as shall bear and obey His voice, 
«• take up your cross and follow me"; and be- 
lieve that the free-will offerings of every grate- 
ful convert, being all that is asked, will under 
his providence, flow into the sacred treasury 
with enough wisely to supply all temporal wants 
without the fear of poverty, or the greater fear 
of those superabundant riches,with which "even 
a rich man can scarcely enter into Heaven." 

What then are Kings and governments to do 
for cliristianity 1 Let them conduct the affairs 
of the people in such a manner as will yield the 
greatest degree of general intelligence and pros 
perity, faithfully extend mg equal religious and 
civil rights to a^.l. Truth and error will then, 
politically speaking, be put upon their respec- 
tive resources ; and there can be as little fear 
that the former will not prevail over the latter, 
as that God will not prevail over Mammon. 

The divine language addressed to muliitudes 
of people, is surely applicable to a limited few 
of that number, engaged in the management of 
their common affiirs. "Let your light so shine 
before men,that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which U in Heaven." 

Governments will most substantially promote 
and enrich the christian churci), by exemplify- 
ing in their. private relations and in their i/ublic 
deportment, the graces of the gospel. But the 
government which puts '* its candle under the 
bushel,** and is seen in its principles and its 



If our religion has in past times triumphant- 
ly prevailed against the powers of this world 
and of darkness too, how incalculably we may 
facilitate her conquests by merely levelling, as 
it were, the theatre of her operations, and gif- 
ing freer scope to her spiritual warfare — ^Itho' 
many great men have brought all the force of 
their minds to bi*ar against Christianity, and 
have thrown over it the clouds of infidelity, yet 
tliose clouds have served to give greater refrac- 
lion to the truth shining through ihem, & there- 
by enhanced and enlightened what they were 
intended to darken and enshrowd— just as the 
moon rising in an evening fog seems really the 
nearer and the greater fjr the very mist about 
her— -Thus Cubbon is converted into a commen- 
tator upon the fulfilment of prophesy. If such 
has been tho course of Christianity under mul* 
tiplied disadvantages, the abate:nent of those 
disadvantages will contribute to mature its me-- 
ridian.and usher in the approaching millennia 
um. 

With these views. Sir, it is my intention, 
should the motion for the adoption of the pre- 
amble of the bill before you be lost, to move 
the following resolution : 

*' That it is expedient to provide for the sale of 
the Clergy Reserves, and the application of the 
proceeds to the purposes of General Education, 
as one of the most legitimate ways of giving free 
scope to tho progress of religious truth in th* 
community.** 



Tho Solicitor General- — Mr. Chairman: — 
All parties, I doubt not, wiM readily admit, that 
if there be one subject more than another, tho 
discussion of which, should bo approached with 
calmntssand solemnity — that should ho investi- 
f ated in the spirit of forbearance and candour, 
with minds earnestly bent on coming to a decision 
consistent with truth and justice — it is the ques. 
tion under consideration. It will, I trust, be borne 
in remeinberance, that this Assembly was con- 
stituted and organized for the purpose of legis. 
lating for the peace, welfare, and good^govern- 
mant of the inhabitants of this Province, and 
that, in the performance of this all-important 
duty, we are now about to determine a question 
which may be truly said to involve the highest 
interests and future happiness of the people we 
represent an^ their descendants ; it, therefore, 
kesomii an ebvioos and ioiparaiiva datjr to take 



ca^e that no rancorous feeling of personal dis- 
like, or party animosity, should betray us into a 
departure from that course of conduct, which, 
as men and christians, we are called upon to 
pursue, and which the deepest obligations of 
duty to those who have intrusted their dearest 
and most important mterests to our hands, re- 
quire us to follow. In this temper, and With 
these impressions, I shall now proceed to ofier 
to the consideration of the committee the obser- 
vations it is my intention to make — and I hope 
that if, in the coarse of my remarks, I should 
fall into the repetition of some arguments and 
statements that have, on former occasions, been 
advanced by me in the presence of some hon- 
gentlemen now here, I shall be excused, and not 
thought to be designedly as well as annecessar*i 
ily trespassing on their tima — espeeially, whoi» 
it is recollsctfd that I have so oftftR expressed 
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toy fentitntntt, hi pobtlo, on the quMtioo befort 
%u, that it is aimott impossible to avoid repeat, 
ing^ some remarks employed on previous occa« 
•ions. It will, I am sure, be generally conced. 
ed that the speech of the hon. and learned mem- 
ber for Norfolk (Dr. Rolph) stands pre-eminent 
among those delivered in favour of the aliena- 
tion of the property of the church to purposes 
of general education. The character which the 
hon. and learned ger.lloman has justly acquired 
for eloquence and classical knowledge was am. 
ply sustained in the speech alluded to ; but can. 
dour requires mc to declare, that I failed to dis. 
cover any solid argument throughout the whole 
of his address by which to Bustiin his conclu. 
•ions. If I understood the hon. and learned 
gentlemen correctly, his design was to prove — 
1st. That the connection of Church and State 
was and had ever been destructive of religion — 
2d. That religion would more surely prosper 
without the aid of State or public support for its 
ministers — And 3d. That the Reserves set apart 
by the Constitution for the support of a Protes. 
tant Clergy in theue Provinces should be taken 
away and disposed of for general education, be<» 
cause no dominant or Established Church 
should be sufibrcd to exist. I shall offer souie 
observations on each of these propositions. I 
own I was a little surprised to hear the hon^ 
and learned gentleman attempt to sustain 'bis 
first position by asserting that the Polytheism of 
the ancients was overthrown and owed its des- 
traction to its connection with the State ! Sir ; 
I have been taught to ascribe the regeneration 
of the heathen world to a very difierent cause, 
namely, to the diffusion of the light of the gos. 
pel through the instrumentality of the Saviour 
of mankind. I have been led to believe that the 
divine light of truth which by his visitation was 
shed abroad in the world, taught the then pow- 
erful and, in some respects, enlightened natives 
of the earth the folly as well as wickedness of 
their form of worship, and led them to abandon 
the profane adoration of their idols, and bow the 
knee to the previously unknown, but true God. 
it may be, however, that I have misunderstood 
the hon. and learned gentleman, and, therefore, 
1 Will proceed to consider the less questionable 
Authorities which ho has called to his assistance. 
When the hon. and learned gentleman quoted 
the learned and pious Dr. Moshiem to prove 
that the christian religion degenerated, and its 
ministers became corrupt and wickod from the 
time that religion was identified with, and was 
taken under the protection of the State, I felt 
Satisfied that he was not justified in using the 
name of that eminent historian of the church 
for any such purpose — for, although my literary 
attainments and knowledge of books are far in- 
ferior to those of the hon. and learned gentle, 
man, I had not forgotten the numerous author 
itiea that exist to prove that long prior to the 
days of Oonstantine, the first monarch that em. 
braced the christian religion, its ministers had 
sunk into a state of voluptiousness and debauch, 
ery, disgraceful to them as followers of their di. 
vine master. I therefore cannot but thank the 
hon, and learned member for having quoted 
from Dr. Moshiem in support of his assertion, 
that from the time the christian religion was 
identified with the State, its ministers became 
•omipt a«4 f roffi^te, end relif ion iteelf fell in- 



to disgrace and disrepute— beeaate, he eailatfi 

now object to my citing the eame author t» 

prove tne very reverse of this position, and 

clearly to show that more than a hundred years 

before the Emperor Constantino proclaimed 

himself a convert to Christianity, and extended 

*his protection to the christian religion, its min. 

istcrs had become depraved and wicked, and that 

from the time the christian religion became the 

religion of the State, ii fiourished and extended 

in a manner almost miraculous. About the 

commencement of the second century the minis. 

ters of the christian religion introduced exten. 

sive changes in the ecclesiastical government 

Dr. Moshiem says that — 

"These changes were followed by a train of vices, 
which dishonoured the cliaracter and anthority of those W 
whom the administration of the church was committed. — 
For, though several yet continued to exhibit to the world 
illustrious examples of j)rimitive piety and christian virtue, 
yet many were sunk in luxury and voluptuousness, puded 
up with a spirit of contention and di:»cord, and addicted to 
many other vicoa, that cast an undeserved reproach upon 
the holy reli«:ion, of which they were the unworthy pro- 
fessors and ministers. This is testified in such an ample 
manner, by the repeated complaints of many of the most 
respectable writers of this a«j«^, that truth will not permit 
us to spread the veil, which we should otherwise be desir- 
ous to cast over such enormities ainoag au order so sacred." 
— FbZ. 1, ;»a^e2G(Ji 

In this condition the christian church is re- 
presented to have remained until when ? Why, 
Sir, vntil the time it became identified with the 
State : until the period of the accession of Con- 
stantino the Great, who became a convert to its 
doctrines, through the miraculous interposition 
of Providence, as he declared, and forthwith ex- 
tended to it his protection, and declared the 
christian religion to be the established religion 
of the Empire. And in what mahner does Dr. 
Moshiem speak of this auspicious event 1 One 
would be led to imagine from the remarks of the 
hon. and learned member, and from the passage 
cited by him from the same author I am now 
quoting, that this learned and pious man de- 
nounced it as fatal to the prosperity and stabili- 
ty of the church and religion — far otherwise is 
the fact. Hear what he says upon the subject : 

" The divine providence, hoWever, was preparing more 
serene and happy days for the church. In order to thid, 
it confounded the schemes of Galerius, and brou(;ht his 
counsels to nothing. In the year 306, Constantine ChlorUs 
dyini^ln Britain, the army saluted with thu title of Augus- 
tus, his son Constantine, eurnamed^ afterwards the Great, 
on account of his illustrious exploits, and forced liim to 
accept the purple."— f^oZ. 1, pa^e 318. 

" After the defeat of Licinius, the empire was ruled by 
Constantine alone until his death, and the christian cause 
experienced, in its happy progress, the eSects of bis auspi- 
cious administration. This zealous prince employed all 
the resources of his genius, all the authority of his laws, 
and all the engaging charms of his munificence and liber- 
ality, toefiace, by degrees, the supersiitions of paganism, 
and to propagate Christianity in every corder of tiie Roman 
•mpi/e."— Po^M 326-7. 

Dr. Moshiem further informs us that to the 
zeal and diligence with which Constantine and 
his successors exerted themselves in the cause of 
Christianity and in extending the limits of ths 
Churches is to be ascribed the number of barbs' 
reus and uncivili^&ed nations which received the 
gospel — thoAbyssinians,lheGeorgians,theGot/is, 
the Gauls, and other then barbarous races of 
men i>ecame converts to Ciirislianity, and from 
that period is to be dated its greatest prosperity. 
In no instance has any monarch, since the daye 
of Constantine, separated from the Christiaa 
Church, with the exceptioa of the Koman Baa. 
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beror known as Julian tho apostate, and to whose 
%posUcy and return to pagan superstitions, the 
lion, and learned member has adverted, but 
with what object I did not clearly understand : — 
He of course did not ascribe the act to the cir- 
cumstance of the Christian Religion having been 
taken under the protection of ihe State, as it is 
well known that his motives were of a very differ. 
ent character. Having said this much to shew the 
advantage of the Christian Religion derived from 
its connection with tho State under the Roman 
Emperors and their successors, I will now draw 
the attention of the committee to an era which, 
as Protestants, we have been taught to regard 
as most auspicious in purifying the church from 
the impurities and errors into which it is admit 



upon theaooession of bi^ successor Edward thf 
6th that the Protestant Faith became the Esta- 
bished Religion of the land, and has continue^! 
Fo since that period to the present, with the ex- 
ception of the short reign of Mary, during 
which the Roman Pontiff regained his ascen. 
dency, but which was finally extinguished by 
her successor Queen Elizabeth ; — the first act of 
whose reign was to declare the Protestant Reli- 
gion to be the religion of the kingdom and all 
the dependencies then belonging or which 
should afterwards belong to the Crown of Eng- 
land ; and from that period to the present it baa 
flourished, and by the providence of God will 
continue to flourish to the end of time in despite 
of its enemies, latent or avowed. Having thiM 



ted it had fallen from the misconduct of many of proved I trust satisfactorily, that the Christian 



its ministers — I mean the Reformation. But 
before doing thi^, it is necessary to remark that 
tip to this period, the Temporal power was sub- 
ordinate to that of the Ecclesiastical. The kingra 
of the christian world up to the time of Henry 
the 8th submitted to the supreme power of tho 
Pope, and acknowledged that they held their 
crowns and exercised their authority Subject to 
his controul,' as the universal spiritual head of 
the church. If therefore the ministers of reli- 
gion fell into dispute, and if tho cause of reli- 
gion itself suffered in consequence, it cannot be 



Religion instead of suffering from its connection 
with the State, owes its prosperity in a great 
degree to that connection — having sh^wn that 
to one Sovereign it is indebted under Providence 
for having been rescued from Heathen persecu- 
tion and outrage, and to another for its puri- 
fication from imputed errors, and inordinate 
ambition and worldly lust, I will now offer some 
observations on the second branch of the hon. 
and learned gentleman's argument, namely, that 
temporal endowments, or in other words support 
from public funds is injurious to the true inter- 



aaid that it was Caused by the interference of ests of religion. It is with no small surprise that 



the State, inasmuch as the kings were subject 
to the Pope, who permitted no secular inlerfcr- 
cnce with his spiritual powei. But to proceed — 
Henry the 8th for reasons it is not necessary to 
refer to, came to the determination of renounc- 
ing the authority of the Pope as the head of the 
church within his dominions, and of assuming 
the supremacy himself — from this period it is 
that we are to date the connection of Church 
and State within the British Dominions as it 
now exists. I know not in what light the hon. 
and learned member views the conduct of Henry 
the 8lh ; he may consider it as having proceeded 
from motives the most ftase and unworthy, and 
I am by no means desposed to dispute the point ; 
but he will 1 dare say admit that the Almighty 
in his own good time raises up men os hisinstru- 
ments and appoints the manner in which his all 
wise purposes shall be carried into effect, and I 
will now ask the hon. and learned gentleman to 
state whether in his opinion the Reformation was 
attended with benefit to the christian religion or 
not? if he answer in the afiirmative, as I assume 
he will — I then ask him and all others who take 
an interest in this momentou*}; question, whether 
that good could have been achieved unless Henry 
the 8th had placed himself at the head of the 
church, and taken its Bishops, Priests, and Min- 
isters, under his protection? who could have 
withstood the power and authority of the Roman 
Pontiff— what minister would have dared to en. 
counter the denunciations and proscriptions 



I hear this assertion advanced by the hon. and 
learned member; — himself a distinguished gra- 
duate of one of the first seats of learning in the 
universe, and which in consequence of the sup. 
\>0Ti it has for centuries received from the State, 
has been enabled to send forth from its ^Classic 
Halls, men eminent for the profundity of their 
knowledge and the piety of their lives— whose 
learning has shed rays of light throughout the 
universe to conduct our fellow mortals in eecu. 
rity and peace to religion and happiness. I 
might go back to the earliest ages of Christianity 
and trace its history down to the days of the Re- 
formation, and ask the hon. and learned gcntJe. 
man to bring to his recollection the inestimable, 
the really incalculable advantages mankind has 
derived from the support given to the church by 
public and permanent endowments: — notwith- 
standing all the errors and vices that have been 
ascribed to the Church of Rome within the pe- 
riod I have mentioned, — to whom are we indebt- 
ed for almost all the knowledge, sacred and pro- 
fune we at this moment possess, ofthelitera- 
ture and labours of the thousands of wise and 
good men that have led the way to our present 
condition as a religious, civilized, and enlight. 
oned people 7 The answer must be to the clergy 
— and with equal truth and certainty it must be 
admitted that had it not been for the encourage, 
ment and support derived from permanent and 
public support, these men would not have had 
the inducements, and consequently would not 



that woald have followed his alleged heresy if have attained the capacity to write for our learn 

he were-'nOt supported by his Sovereign and the * •u^.. i j — a«^ »- r..-.u« 

State ? No Sir ! — No truth was ever more clear- 
]y demonstrated than that th^ Reformation could 
not have been accomplished had it not been led 
on and sustained by the temporal power and ap- 
probation of the king. True it is that Henry 
-iid not renounce his religion ; on the contrary 
lie continued an adherent of the doctrines of the 
church of Rome until hit death, and it was only 
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ing as they have done. And as some further 
advantage derived from this State support, if it 
is to be 80 called — let roe ask the hon. and 
learned member to cast his eyes over the different 
countries of the christian world, and see the 
towering, the noble Cathedrals — and the raor* 
lowly churches like priceless gems studding th« 
field of bis observation, and dedicated to the 
service of the Creator : — to whom and to wbal 



/^' 



IS! yi % 



d»\ 



%■% 



f*'i 






20 



tneantf are we indebted for these ** fit abodes of 
hopes of immortality"? — The reply I know mast 
be, to the christian adoration and benevolence 
of pious men, and the funds provided by State 
endowments.' In like manner let me solicit the 
hon. &> learned gentleman to recal to his recoU 
lection to what cause or source we are indebted 
for the many noble seats of learning that are 
dispersed throughout the world, and which have 
supplied us with those streams of knowledge he 
so well understands, and I doubt not fully ap. 
prechtes ? to what do wq mainly owe these vast 
advantages but to State endowments? take them 
away and what would become of those illustrious 
Halls which now adorn the Classic banks of 
the Cam and the Isis — the pride of England — 
the admiration of the world? can the hon. and 
learned gentleman contemplate with complacen. 
cy the overthrow of institutions that were once, 
I have no doubt, the objects of his veneration, 
and which I hope are still cherished in his grate-' 
ful remembrance ? — Did he ever contemplate 
the possibility of his revisiting the University in 
which he received his Classic honours, and where 
had he remained, he might have attained addi. 
tional well merited distinction, and finding its 
halls desolate and deserted — no longer the seat 
of science — the fountain of wisdom — the dis- 
penser of learning and religion? Surely tho 
bare idea would fill him with horror; and yet 
such must be tiio result, if the doctrines he now 
advocates are those which ought to be adopted 
in furtherance of true religion. It might be 
argued that if it be wrong to provide for the sup. 
port of Ministers of the church, when ordained, 
from public funds, so also is it improper to pro- 
vide for their education preparatory to their or. 
dination from the saniie means, and if this posi. 
tion were acted upon, then would there bo an 
end of one of the chief inducements for endow- 
ing and maintaining public Seminaries of learn- 
ing. No person knows better than the hon. and 
learned member, that the Universities, Colleges, 
and public Schools, of Great Britain and Ireland 
have for centuries been thronged by young men, 
who are anxious lor ch,urch preferment, it may 
be that some of those who sought ordination 
were not originally actuated by that pure and 
single motive which impels some men to advance 
the spiritual welfare of their fellow mortals; but 
whether this be so or not, no one will deny that 
mankind is deeply indebted to those institutions 
for a large proportion of the religious knowledge 
it possesses. If public provision for the support 
of Ministers did not exist, we may with too 
much reason fear that numbers of those pious 
and learned men ^ho, educated at public Semi- 
naries, afterwards adorned and promoted reli- 
gion by tho purity of their lives and the sound, 
ness of their doctrines, would have devoted 
their commanding talents to other pursuits ; and 
if this had been the case, would the Church of 
England have been the only body of christians' 
that would have suffered ? Far otherwise ; the 
pious, zealous, and humble missionary is often, 
times, nay, generally taken from that class of 
znen who never had the advantages of the 
higher orders of education within their reach, 
how then does he prepare himself for his holy 
and deeply important duty ? The days of inspi- 
ration it is admitted have passed away, and 
herefbre fat can obtain the necessary informa. 



tion Dy no other means than applying to the 
works of those who have been more fortunate 
in their means and opportunities of drinking 
deep at the great sources of knowledge, and 
who have published to the world the results of 
their laborious investigations. Will the truth 
of this be denied by the missionary and minis, 
ters of the many christian sects not of the Es- 
tablished Church ? Quite sure I am that it will 
not: they will be the last to desire to see over, 
thrown the venerable parent to whose heavenly 
instruction they are so largely indebted ; and if I 
be right, then sir, let me ask whether this world 
is now so enlightened, whether it has attained 
that degree of perfection that it is no longer 
necessary to hold out extraordinary induce- 
ments to mankind to investigate the deep and 
all-important truths of religion, and the yet 
hidden secrets of nature ? If it be necessary 
that we should cpntinue onward with unabated 
vigor in the acquirement of knowledge, on no 
account let us disturb those institutions, (the 
most prominent of which, is the Established 
Church of England) from which we have 
already derived so many blessings, and which, 
if we will permit them, will continue to render 
their powerful aid in making us wise unto sal. 
vation. 

I will now advert to the last position of the 
hon. and learned gentleman, viz: that the Re. 
serves set apart for the support of Protestant 
Clergy should be otherwise disposed of because 
no dominant, or Established Church should 
exist. My hon. and learned friend from Lenox 
&, Addington, whose excellent speech I listened 
to with the greatest satisfaction, has already 
shown the absurdity of calling the Church of 
England in this country, a dominant Church : 
the term is either misunderstood, or misapplied 
by those who use it. There is not any domi- 
nant Church here — the Church of England pos. 
sesses no power to coerce or controul any other 
body of christians — it has it not in its power to 
enforce the payment of tithes, and the people 
are not subject to any exactions for its support ; 
if contributions for the support of its ministers 
be made, they are as completely voluntary as are 
the contributions of Presbyterians, Methodists, 
or any other sect whatever. 

With respect to the Church of England being 
the Established Church, I will merely ask the 
hon. and learned gentleman, to consult but for 
a moment his legal knowledge, and ask himself 
whether the Church of England would be less 
the Established Church of this Province, if not 
one acre of land had been reserved for its sap. 
port, than it is with the appropriation that has 
been made for that object ? Unquestionably not 
— it is not the possession of land that renders 
the Church of England the Established Church; 
if that were so, then would the Presbyterians, 
Methodists, and other religious sects, be Estab- 
lished Churches, as they all possess or may pos. 
sess lands under the authority of an Act of the 
Provincial Parliament, and it signifies not 
whether these lands were acquired by gift from 
the Crown or by purchase. That the Church 
of England is the Established Church pf this 
Province, and of all His Majesty's other domin- 
ions, Scotland excepted, is unquestionably trae ; 
although the fact has been by some persons oc 
casionally denied. Upon a former occasion I' 
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JTelt it expedient to hnng forward the adthori. 
ties by which this point was placed beyond dis. 
pate : I will not cite them at length now, but if 
there be any who desire farther investigation of 
the subject, I will briefly refer them to 1st Eliz. 
chap. 1, where they will find it enacted that the 
ecplesiastical jurisdiction that had previously 
been exercised by the Pope was for ever extin. 
guished, and annexed to the Crown, throughout 
the dominions and countries then belonging to, 
or which afterwards should belong to, or bo an- 
nexed to the kingdom of England, and the Pro. 
testant Episcopal religion was thenceforth es. 
tablished throughout the realm. This Statute is 
expressly recognized in the Act of Union with 
Scotland, and again made applicable to every 
part of the British dominions then belonging or 
which might afterwards belong to the Crown of 
Great Britain, Scotland excepted. That it was 
considered binding^ and in fact expressly made 
binding on this Province, will be found by ref- 
erence to the 14th Geo. 3d, chap. 88, the first 
Statute that conferred a settled form of govern, 
ment on the Canadas, and is further recognized 
in our own Constitutional Act ; as well as in nu. 
merous Provincial Acts scattered throughout the 
Statute book.-^As a further practical proof of 
the correctness of the position I have advanced, 
I will call the attention of the hon. and learned 
gentleman to the fact, that a Bishop has been 
appointed to these Provinces who exercises all 
the spiritual functions of a Bishop in England, 
such as ordination, confirmation, and the like. 
Ministers of the Church of England are also 



cities being occupied Sabbath after Sabbath with 
the consent, as it is to be presumed, of their 
Magistrates, with bands 'of profane and mis. 
guided beings who openly inculcate the doctrine 
that the christian religion is a cheat, and th6 
Saviour of mankind an impostor ; that man is 
not accountable to his Creator for his conduct, 
and that he is bound by no other rule of action 
than such as his own vicious and corrupt nature 
may suggest; scouting and treating with utter 
derision and contempt the holy Scriptures, as 
well as all those institutions, human and Divine, 
which we have been accustomed to regard with 
veneration, aud upon which we have been 
taught to build our hopes of happiness here and 
hereafter ? Have we not seen it announced 
that in the city of -Rochester, not one hundred 
miles from our own shores, a public meeting of 
700 persons were employed in discussing the 
following propositions : — 

" That it is an infringement of national and constitution- 
al liberty for the legi&^lature to require one day iii seven to 
be kcpi holy ; and also that it is an infringement of liiierty 
to require any witness to give his evidence upon oath, in- 
asmuch as tlie tendering him an oath requires from bim, 
by implication, an avowal that he believes in a Supreme 
Being and a future state, which belief though it-is desirable 
all men sihouUl entertain, yet none should be required to 
declare" 1 

If such be the consequences of being without 
an Established Church, and as a consequence 
without laws for the punishment of outrages 
such as I have noticed, will the hon. and learn- 
ed gentleman say that an Established Church is 
not worth upholding ? I trust he will not say. 
that it is not — at all events, I am sure it will re. 



permitted to marry and perform all the duties of joice every well-regulated mind, and be a source 



clergymen, and these several acts are done and 
admitted to be legal, on no other ground than 
that the establishment of the Church ofEng. 
land being co-extensive with the British domin. 
ions, Scotland excepted, its clergy have an ori- 
ginal legal right to act as such wherever they 
may reside within the limits of their Sovereign's 
dominions. I will notice another evidence : — 
The hun. and learned gentleman will recollect, 
that to libel or bring into contempt or derision 
the Liturgy of the Church of England, is an in. 
cictable offence, while so Cd treat the Confession 
of Faith, or any other book of a like descrip. 
tion, is not punishable, unless indeed, the ofience 
includes some outrage of the christian reli- 
gion. And now I must confess that it would 
gratify me to hear from the hon. and learned 
gentleman, any argument he can advance 
against the usefulnesb and necessity of main- 
taining an Established Church. Will he venture 
to argue that it is not the duty of every govern- 
ment to shew reverence and maintain respect for 
the holiest and hig^hest duties imposed on man by 
his Creator ; will he maintain that the condition 
of that people can be happy or their institutions 
secure, who live in such a state of moral and reli- 
gious degradation so as to be without laws for the 
punishment of blasphemy, or which, if any do 
exist, are so feeble that no one dares or thinks 
of enforcing them ? That such a state of things 
have existed, and I fear do still exist, is most 
true. France for a short period exhibited one 
example, and a neighbouring Republic presents 
us with another,-— the former has passed away, 
and the latter continues for our instruction, aud 
what are the lessons it teaches ? Do we not 
hear of their ptiblic halls in their principal 



of pride and thankfulness that the christian re- 
ligion is identified with the common law of our 
land — that our institutions are based on the laws 
of God — and that by reverencing and protecting 
them as far as human means can, from insult 
and profanation, we hope for protection to our 
King and to our government. But, as connect, 
ed with this branch of the subject the hon. gen- 
tleman says that there not only ought not to be 
any Established Church, but that all the minis- 
ters of religion should be left to the voluntary 
contributions of their congregations for support 
— and to maintain this latter position, he has 
employed many words and much eloquence 
— but, Sir, I cannot admit that he has advanced 
any solid argument, any more than that he has 
quoted one single authority to which any impor- 
tance cain bo attached to support his opinion : 
indeed, it would be surprising if he hod dune so, 
inasmuch as all those illustrious men, whose 
opinions he has cited with so much and just ap- 
probation, would, every one of them, give evi- 
dence against him. The learned and pious Dr. 
Mosheim, whose work was the first the hon 
and learned gentlemen called to his aid, was a 
member of an Established Church, and a distin* 
guished member of several literarary institutions 
sustained by public funds. Burnet and Newton, it 
it is unnecessary to say, were Bishops of the Es. 
tablished Church,and to these names the hon. and 
learned gentlemen raiglit have added laylor. 
Hooker, Home, Porteous, Berkley — celebrated 
for his peculiar philosophy.-Payley, and a host of 
ethers, each of whom would have furnished him 
with arguments convincing — if human argument 
could •convince any one-^ot the error of his 
opinioBs. There is one other authority which hai^ 
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been cited by the hon and learned gentleman, aU 
thoafrh for a different purpose, which 1 aleo will 
mention on lUe present occasion — I mean Dr. 
Chalmers — a man whose unostentatious deeds 
of pietj and benevolence have rendered his name 
SB familiar to the inmates of the peasant's cot. 
tage in his native hind, as ins matchless elo- 
quence, his extensive learning, his deep but pure 
philosophy, and his ardent and laborious inves. 
ligations and expositions of the truths of reli- 
gion, have rendered him illustrious throughout 
the christian world, and among all classes of its 
inhabitants. It is with pride and satisfaction that 
I can speak of having formed a personal ac- 
quaintance with this great and good man, and 
no one who has ever seen hicn but for an hour 
will believe that ambition or any other worldly 
motive has any thing to do with his opinions for 
or against the ecclesiastical institutions of his 
country. What, then, does he say in reference 
to an Established Church 1 I will read his 
opinion from his admirable work on endow- 
ments : — 

•♦ This is the pood of an establishment. The people, in- 
stead of being left to go in quest of relisioiis instruction, 
have, by its means, the instruction obtruded upon tfjein.— 
Generally speftlcinc, they have not so much of d>ire or de- 
mand for the article, as that they shall theinselv«3 
originate the movement towards it, and far less, travel the 
whole distance, and make all the olTorts and all the sacri- 
fices necessary to obtain it. In the vast majority of instan- 
ces, would neither the requisite trouble be taken, nor the 
requisite exp«'nse be incurred. They have not enough of 
native appetite to create an effective demand for the food ; 
and, unlike to the co'rporeal, the want of this food, instead 
of whetting the spiritual appetite, would only dull and 
deaden it the more. We have, therefore, no doubt, that, 
on the event of Our estahllsliment hcing swent away, and 
a mere system of free trade being substituted in its place, 
the moral effect would be tremendous. That which gave 
activity and healthful impulse to the commerce of our land 
would be of withering effect upon its Christianity. Lot thJ 
machinery, if needful, be actuated by the force and the 
fire of oiother principle— let all its rust and otiier unhinge 
Dienta J»e done away— let it be provided with more effici- 
ent workmen— and every thing be d^ne so as that it per- 
form in evolutions more sweetly andjnt more powerfully 
than before— but let it not betaken down. It never will 
be replaced by the spontaneous act, or kept in operation by 
tije spontaneous habit of ih^ peopie. It may be l)etter 
wrought at one lime, a nd worse at another ; but, evi»n with 
all its'corruptions, our establishment is a stay and a (safe- 
guard :— and a lielpless, a headlong degeneracy would en- 
sue from the demolition of it.'* 

I think I cannot bettor conclude this branch 
of the Bubiect than with the authority I have 
quoted, and I will now proceed to a view of the 
matter, which will probably be thought more 
applicable to the question under discussion. 

The bill before the committee is intended to 
take away the lands which, by the Constitution, 
are appropriated for the support and mainte- 
nance of *♦ a Protestant Clergy" and apply them 
to purposes of *' General Education." I have 
already shown that I am sufficiently in favour 
of promoting education by establishing and sup. 
porting Seminaries of learning, from .public 
funds, and I shall be ever found ready to give 
my best support to any necessary measure hav- 
ing that important object in view ; but is it ne- 
cessary to take the lands given for religious pur- 
poses, and apply them to that object? Have we 
not hundreds of thousands of acres if we will 
but make use of them, which may be so applied, 
and may we not have more if enough has not 
been already placed at our disposal? Where 
then is the necessityi of despoiling religion for 
the furtherance of education 1 none whatever. 
May it not be eind that there is great and heed. 



less inconslsiency in the argnments and ebjeefr 
of the advocates of this measure; tbey will 
richly endow, and load with soptrahundani 
wealth, Seminaries of learning; thoy will pro. 
vide fur the gratuitous and elaborate educatiort 
of the youth of the country ; but wliftn any one 
of them assume the deeply responsiU'* and itn- 
portattt olfice of ministers and teachers of reli- 
gion, they are left to \)esf tlioir brfiad or live on 
the charity of mankind ? What strange perver- 
sity — what singular contradictions does the 
mind of man too often display ! I invite the at- 
tention of tho advocates of these mii>cheviou9 
and inconsislont opinions, to the arguments and 
observations of Dr. Chalmers, and let them cun- 
fute them if they can. 

But it is said that the appropriation ot these 
Reserves to the support of reilgion is unpopular 
with the great mass of the people ; that ihvj 
require thnt they should be disposed of for pur- 
pof^es of education, and that nothing else will 
satisfy them. However confident some may bo 
of the truth of this opinion, I am not dispo.sed 
to admit it to be correct ; on the contrary, I 
maintain that the people at lar^e do not, and 
never did desire tlKit the Clergy lieserves should 
be taken away from the support of religion ; 
they may and perhaps do not wish to see theoi 
appropriated exclusively to one sect or deiiomi. 
nation of christians, but they do not desire that 
they should he altogether alienated to secular 
purposes. If I wero to call upon those who 
differ with me in opinion to prove the correct, 
ncss of the judgment they have formed, I might 
be referred to the votes of this House for some 
years past, and, perhaps, to numerously signed 
petitions which were sent to England a few 
years since, and to tho opinions expressed by 
some of the leaders of an highly respectable and 
numerous religious body in this Province ; but 
in answer to each of these I would say that it 
is but too notorious that tho votes of members 
of past assemblies on this important question, 
were more influenced by an unreasonable hos- 
tility to the ministers and establishment (not 
religion) of the Church of England, than from 
any conviction that Christianity would l)e ben- 
efited by their attempts at spoliation. With res- 
pect to the petitions referred to, it is a fact too 
notorious to require refutation that they were 
obtamed under circumstances that destroyed all 
claim to serious consideration ; and, as to the 
opinions of the individuals I have mentioned, 
although entitled to respect as coming from 
men of intelligence connected with a large 
class of the Christian community, they were 
but the opinions of individuals. 

But, Sir, more nearly to test the question, 
whether the people of this Province generally, 
or m any consiHerablo numbers, require that the 
Reserves should he taken from the support of 
religion and applied to purposes of education, 
let us look to the origin of this controversy, 
tho views of its original promoters, and the views 
expressed by the four leading sects throughout 
the Province, and who, it will be admitted, com- 
pose the great bulk of the population ; I mean 
the members of tho Church of England, the 
Presbyterians, the Methodists, and the Catholics. 

The first notice taken of the Reserves by 
the Legislature was in 1817, when a resolu- 
tion was proposed in the House of ABsembljr 
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%tlt not finally acted upon, declaratory of the ^*^^* **' thefeneraX opiniim 9f vw ministtrt M Lowtr 

-- Canada, J btlieve is this, that if the Btervea be apprwrio*^ 

ted to the sole use of the Church of Enfflandy we ehiultffsr 
n« objection to it; tut if the Presby^enans are to katu: anp 
part of these Reserves, then, toe conceive, Mat we have, at 
ieast, an equally gosd claim with them ; and we should ba 
very much dissatisfied if our claims were disallowed.** 

And in anoUicr part of his examination Afr. 
Alder says — 

" I F:aOCLD WISn TO STATE, THAT Wl CONSIDKa OUft- 
BKLVKA AS A BRA.NCH Of THE ClICRCH OP EKeLAHS, AT' 
HOME AND ABROAD." 

Thus shewing himself a true disciple of the 
grreat founder of his sect, who in his dying hour 
charged his followers to cling fast to the parent 
church, and to do nothing that would tend to 
destroy it — but to regard it as the slay and sup. 
port of the Protestant Faith throughout the 
world. The sentiments expressed by Mr. Alder- 
it is well known are the opinions of the leading 
members and great body of the VVesleyans in 
England — thoy continue, as the pious Wesley 
enjoinn.d upon them, to rally round the Church 
of England, and are among the most zealous to 
protect her from the assaults of her opponents, 
and to resist the attempts making to despoil iier 
uf her possessions. And now Sir ! that the 
Wcsloyan Methodists of Canada and of England 
arn one body, is it too much to suppose that they 
will be actuated by one spirit, and a common 
feeling of respect for the rights of others, and 
the great interests of Christianity ? Ithink not 
— and T repeat now what 1 have already said 
that I do not believe that the desire on the part 
of the Methodists of this Province, to take away 
the Ueservcb from purposes of religion, was ever 
so great or universal as it has been represented, 
and further 1 believe that it is day by day grow- 
ing weaker and weaker. With respect to the 
Koman Ca|,ho!ics — tiiemselves members of an 
Established Church, which their religion and 
duty require them to maixttain and keepup, it 
is not probable that they would desire to see 
religion deprived of puMic support ; and in truth 
in this unhappy controversy they have never 
taken any part ; living in the undisturned and 
undisputed possession of their own rights, they 
have not sought to interiere with those of 
others, and it is gross misrepresentation on the 
part of any one to say, that they have ever 
joined in iho attack open the rights of tho 
Cliiirch of Er.gland in this Province. 

Having thus shown what the opinion of the 
tltrt'o principal bodies of Christians in the Pro- 
vince who diflur from the Church of England 
may be suppo.ced to be, it will I think, be admit, 
ted that when the sincere members of the Church 
itneif are added, there is slight reason for assert- 
ing that Ihe great majority of the people of thi* 
Province dr.sire to see the bill on the table 
becctmo a law. The Church of England has 
hitherto stood entirely on the def«insivo, during 
tlte attacks thai have, I may be allowed to say, 
most ungenerously made upon her. On one 
occasion only did her adherents make an attempt 
to resist the a^s^iults that were designed to over- 
throw her. { was deputed to lay the represen. 
tations of 7,000 of tho people of this Province 
at tho foot of the Throne, imploring (lis Majes- 
ty to uphold thw integrity and rights 'jf the 
Church of his Kin(;d»m: — if the samw arts 
had been resorted to thai had been used for 
far lees just and ri^jhteous purposes, I do not 
doubt but the number uf siiiuers lo liiese re-> 



•opinion of the House that the Reserves im- 
peded tho improvenient ef the country, and 
that they should be told, and Churches built 
•and endowed with the proceeds. 

In 1822 the first attempt was made to divert 
them from the excluHive support of the 
•Chutch of England. In the liouse of As* 
semhly some of the members connected with 
the Church of Scotland advanced a claim to 
a share of these Reserves, o:i the ground that 
the Church of Scotland was a concnrront 
Established Church in Canada, and therefore 
came within the meanit^g und spirit of the 
Couititultonal Act, which approprmtt'd these 
Reserves to the HUppopt of ** a l^roientant 
Clergy." Tiiose members at that time in the 
House who were of the iMethodst persuasion, 
as well as several other sects, vott-d m favour 
of the pretensions of the Church of Scotland, 
and thus in the onset admiittd the advantage 
of their bew^ applied to r^'li^^Hous ohjeciM. 
Since that period tiie ministers and leadincr 
meuibers of the Presbyterian confrregntiond 
have constanriy and uniformly rr quired that 
the benefit of the Reserves should be extended 
to rhem, in commcm with the Church of Kng- 
Jand, i'or the support of their Clergy, in 
Lower Canada, and by the General Assembly 
iti Scotland, this claim has been repeated and 
every effort made to sustain it. What evi- 
dence then have we that tho Presbyterians, 
as a body, desire the Reserves to he disposed 
of, oe the biil before us contemplates, for 
education? none whatever; bu', on the con- 
trary, thoy have as plainly avowed as men 
•can that they should be retained for the sup- 
port of religion. 

Next as rpjrards the Methodists. Several of 
the ministers have openly declared their opinion 
that the Resorves should ho taken from the 
chore!], and qiven for education : and much bit- 
ler controversy nccompanicd tho expression of 
this opinion, which perhaps had lli^ effect of 
e.tlendmg the hostility to the Et^tablished Church 
to limiis it never would hnvo reached, if thef-e 
feeluigs had noi unhappily oxisttd. Buf I rpjoico 
to Sfiy th it lh*!Hf) failings no longer exist — tho 
Methodists of this country, umlbil with, and un- 
der thesupori.ilendenov of the Conference in Rn- 
ghiod are now living in perfect and I trust lasting 
liarmony with their Christian Brethren of all 
otlior dKnotninutions in the Province; and we 
may now calmly considnr, and call upon them, 
pelves to declare, whether the desire imputed lo 
them of destroying the provision m.ido by tho 
Constitution for the support of Religion be cor- 
rect or not. I briievs they have been misrepre- 
sentod on this fv.int ; and as somo evidence of 
the fact, I will refer the commitfeo to the evi- * 
dence given by a justly distinguirihed minister 
of tne connexion, lieforo the commitfeo of the 
Houho of Conunons in Enjriand in 1828. TJiis 
Revd. gentleman was asked — 

.K*'Hr^ ^"" consider that, under ihe 3l8t of Ihe late King, 
the Wesleyaji MethodisiH liave anv claim, according lo tiie 
letter ol tho t?laf.ute, toany share of tiiu Uiorgy Resprvcs. 
or ai« ehfiy only desirous of obunning a pt.nion ot Uieiu, 
iu cadu the biutute sUoald be altered iu llmt poim V* 

Answer ; 

"J"itre is a diferenee of opinion among us on this sub- 
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preseDtatlocs might have been swelled to ten 
times the number — but the members of the 
church have ever been accustomed to trust 
to the inherent and indisputable justice of her 
cause, for successful resistance to all attacks 
made upon her ; and well convinced I am 
that she is every day gaiiiinnr strength — the 
people at large are beginningr to enquire into 
and examine with dispassionate minds the na- 
ture of the controversy in which we are en- 
gaged — and it is only necessary to do so to 
convince them, that neither reason, nor jus- 
tice, nor religion, demand their support of 
measures such as that now proposed for our 
adoption. 

In opposition to tho oil repeated assertion 
that the framers of the constitutional act con- 



the Clergy Reserves were appropriated ezcla. 
eively for the support of the Established Church 
of England in these Provinces, and I believe 
that the interests of religion will be best advaDC- 
ed by applying them to that object ; — but, Sir, 
I am willing to admit that Xtlo not consider it 
consistent with the interests of religion that its 
temporal possessions should be the cause of dis- 
sention and discord among any larjie proportion 
of the community: the Cliristian religion incul- 
cates peace on earth, and good will among men ; 
and to attain that object I am willing to make, 
any sacrifice that shall not involve any of those 
high principles which it is the duty of an honest 
man under all circumstances, and at any hazard, 
to maintain. I have already advanced the 
opinion, which I conscientiously believe to be 
well founded, that the people of this Province 
do not desire to see the Reserves taken from 




Cnief Justice Powell requested h/s agent in Lon- 
don to find the draft of the bill as it was when 
it left the House of Commons, and was sent to 
the House of Lords, where it underwent sever- 
al amendments. — This draft bus been found 
and examined, and it appears that tho bill 
left tho House of Commons v/ith the following 
words at the end of the 38tli section, " And 
" that such lands with which such parsonage or 
** rectory shall be so endowed, shall be held and 
** taken to be in lieu of all claims or demands 
" of tythes for, or in respect of tho lands so 
•* granted, or any part thereof," — which were 
struck out by the Lords. From hence it is 
clear that thQ Houso of Commons intended to 



being bestowed upon 
of Christians ; if ihen the bill under discussion 
be rejected, and a resolution be adopted, declar* 
ing t!iat the Reserves shall be retained for the 
advancement of religion exclusivoly — without 
pledging myself to any particular measure, I 
shall lend my humble aid to such an adjustment 
as my conscience will permit me to agree to; — 
and this I will do among other reasons to show 
to my fellow subjects in this Province that if 
excitement be kept up on this suliject that it 
does not proceed from any unwillingness on 
my part, and on the part of those whose politi. 
cal principles accord with mine, to make great 
sacrifices for the sake of public tranquillity. 
And I will now call upon my hoi?ourable 



make an appropriation for the Church of friends, the conservative members of this House, 
England—as that Church only could set ^^ ^^ppj^ themselves with earnestness and zeal. 



up any claim for tythes. This construc- 
tion is further borne out by the words used 
by Mr. Pitt, who being the responsible 
Minister of the Crown, had introduced the 
bill, and who was therefore moio likely to 
understand the meaning and intention of its 
framers, than any other person, — certainly 
much better than Mr. Fox, who was in the op- 
position. The words used by Mr. Pitt were as 
follows ; ** He declared that the meaning of the 
*• act was to enable the Governor to endow, & to 
•• present tke Prottstant Clergy of the Establish- 
** ed Church to such parsonage or rectory as miirlit 
** bo constituted or erected within every Town* 
" ship or Parish which now \yas cr might be form- 
*♦ ed, ^ to give to such Protestant Clergymen of 
** the Established Church a part or the whole as 
" the Governor thought proper, of the lands ap- 
^* propriated by the -4ci." — ^Words could not 
more plainly shew for wliat purpose the Reserves 
had been set apart, and coming as they did from 
the Prime Minister, who had introduced the 
act, they were conclusive upon the point ; espe- 
cially when taken in connection with tho 
amendments of the Lords. 

But, Sir, it is time that I should bring my 
observations to a close ; and I shall do so as 
briefly as I can. If I am asked what my opin- 
ions now are with respect to tho settlement of 
this question, I will answer thnt they are the 
same that they ever have been. 1 betieye that 



as I am sure they will with integrity and ability, 
to settle this question. They can expect no as- 
sistance, but every possible opposition, from 
those who live by agitation; and therefore tho 
entire responsibility rests with them. Let them 
assume it fearlessly; it may bo, that, after all, 
they will not dispose of the subject in such a 
manner as to ensure universal satisfaction. In- 
deed this is not to bo expected ; but the intelli- 
gent and loyal constituency who returned them 
will sympathise with them in the difficult icf, 
embarrassments, and prejudices by which they 
are surrounded, and which they are labouring 
to subdue and overcome ; and, so long as they 
act with upright, honest, and patriotic inten- 
tions, they need not fear ihe resentment or loss 
of confidence of one good man. Happy shall I 
bo if I can concur with my honourable friends 
throughout the measures they may think it pro- 
per to adopt, a^d that those measures may be 
found to realize the best and brightest reward 
that man can desire. It will indeed be a glori- 
ous reward if wo can reconcile parties who 
have hitherto lived in a state of estrangement 
from each other, upon a que'stion of such vital 
importance as the support of Religion, and 
thus be instrumental in realizing that beautiful 
prayer of our Liturgy—** that all they that do 
confess God's holy name, may agree in the 
truth of His holy Word, and live in unity and 
Godly love." 
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Dr. J. ROLPH.— Mr. Chairman.— Altho* 
not xisnal for any of us to prefer a formidable 
opponent, yet it is a pleasure on these occa- 
sions to meet something to grapple with, in- 
stead of beating, as it were, the air. But those 
who have this day heard the honorable and 
learned Solicitor-General, with a fund of in- 
formation, putting forth on a great question, 
aU the energy of his mind, and the usual pow- 



in the application of the passage to the argn- 
ment. ** These changes were followed by a 
train of vices," says the learned author. — r 
What changes 1 For as the ** vices," accord- 
ing to the quotation, followed " the changes," 
it becomes of primary importance to ascertain 
what they were. Were " the changes" from 
State endowments to voluntary contributions? 
1^0. But in the words of Moshiem, in the 



ers 



of his address, will feel that the duty of very part quoted by ihe learned Solicitor-Gen. 



replying to him, imposes upon me a task suf- 
ficiently arduous. Yet, Sir, you must have 
seen floating from ail parts of the House to the 
learned gentleman while addressing you, notes 
v/ith suggestions, folded up like so many car- 
trages, to furnish him with ammunition against 
me. It is some comfort, however, to know, 
nearly in the language of a philosophic poet, 
that " thrice is he armed who hath a righte- 
ous cause;" and increased reflection under 
protracted debate only strengthens the convic- 
tion that I am right and that he is wrong. 

Let me follow the learned gentleman step 
by step. 

lie misunderstands my observations on pa- 
ganism. I said it owed its corruption and du- 
ration, not its destruction,to the State. Had its 
protracted connection with the Governments 
of the world, been favorable to truth, polythe- 
ism ought gradually to have become extinct, 
and natural religion established it its place. — 
Bat on the contrary idolatry obtained such 
transccndant supremacy under national patron- 
age, that it needed a power from on high to 
etVect its subversion. Christianity, it is truly 
said, was that power — she shed her lustre in 
the temples of paganism, melted down every 
idol God, and chased away the darkness of 
idolatrous superstition, revealing in its place, 
life and immortality. The learned gentleman 
has improved my argument,ashe well co'd do; 
for how vast must have been the corruption 
from the State, when its correction required 
this intervention of Heaven ! an intervention, 
let it be remembered, accomplished not thro' 
the agency of Governments and State endow- 
ments, but through a christian ministry sup- 
ported by voluntary contributions, and opposed 
by the very worldly powers, which you now 
represent as necessary fot its further success. 

I am told. Sir, that the work of Moshiem 
does not prove my poshion, that the Church 
was deteriorated under Constantine : and the 
learned gentleman in triumph professes to 
quote the same authority m testimony of pre- 
vailing corruptions before that Emperor's al- 
leged conversion. 

In the first p]ace,the passage quoted against 
me is descriptive of a condition existing, not 
as I understood the learned Solicitor-General 
to say, " about the commencement of the 
second," but towards the close of the third 
century, The latest edition of this author is 
now in my hand : and this difference of nearly 
a hundred years, will make a great difference 



•* the face of things began now (third century) 
to change in the Christian Church. The an- 
cient method of ecclesiastical Government 
seemed, in general, still to subsist, while, at 
the same time, by imperceptible steps, it varied 
from the primitive rule, and degenerated tow- 
ards the form of a religious monarchy." And 
following this statemtent we have the passage 
selected for my refutation, **this change in 
the form of ecclesiastical government, was 
soon followed by a train of vices," &c. &c. 

What was the primitive rwfe, the deviation 
from which was followed by degeneracy 7 — 
The churches were severally independent, 
while those of a Province were formed into one 
large ecclesiastical body, which like confede- 
rate States, assembled at certain times in or- 
der to deliberate about the common interests 
of the whole. — These thriving churches de- 
rived their revenues from voluntary contribu- 
tions; and an equality in point of dignity and 
authority, was insisted upon among all the 
members of the Episcopal order. The lay 
members of each church, too, had a voice in 
the management of its affairs. 

From this primitive state, the government 
of the church, "degenerated towards a religi- 
ous monarchy." — "The Bishops" says Mosh- 
iem, "in many places assumed a princely au- 
thority," even ** a throne ; and violated the 
rights of both presbyters and people," and 
" the example of the Bishops was ambitiously 
imitated by the Presbyters," and " the Dea- 
cons boldly usurped their rights and privile- 
ges''; and he adds, "the effects of a corrupt 
ambition, were spread through every rank of 
the sacred order." 

This corruption of the church, therefore, 
ir> the course of the third century,arose from a 
deviation, " by unperceptible degrees," from 
primitive simplicity, and from the growing in- 
fluence of ambition after power and wealth.— 
Will the learned gentleman opposed to me, a- 
gree to go back to the primitive state, and de- 
pend on voluntary contributions from the lay 
members of every church, allow them a voice 
in its economy, and withdraw from their spi- 
ritual guides all objects of emulation but spi- 
ritual ones 7 On the contrary, they are for 
creating invidious distinctions! For endowing 
one or more churches above the rest, and pre- 
senting Clergy reserves and the favor of the 
government as objects for their ambitious con- 
templation. — Human nature is the same as it 
was 1600 years ago : and therefore the chris- 
tian decleiisioq from these causes in the year 
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QOO, is experieDced in 1836 in the very com> 
munity in which we live. 

As the corruptions alluded to in the passage 
quoted by the learned SoJV General, sprang 
from Christian Ministers aspiring \o the power, 
grandeur, and riches of t.'ie world, it could not 
be expected that those corruptions would be 
corrected or even diminished, by an actual 
iilliance wiin the world under Constantine. — I 
never said the church was pure before the age 
of that Emperor; 1 only said it became /e^s 5o. 
Admit, therefore, that the learned Solicitor 
General has proved from Moshiem, as a com- 
mon authority for us, that Christianity was in a 
corrupt state in the third century ; and it is 
surely no proof tbjit it was not in a worse state 
in the subsequent century. Did ^Uhewealth, 
honors, and advantages of the clergy*' confer* 
ted by the Emperors, diminish the vices or 
improve the moral and spiritual condition of 
the churches? Did the connection with the 
State, act as an antidote ? or as a restorative l 
or even as a palliative? According to my 
learned opponents, the State is an universal 
panacea for ecclesiatical declension. 13 uc 
what says Moshiem, '*the additions made by 
the Emperors and others to the wealth, hon- 
ors and advantages of the Clergy, were fol- 
lowed with a proportionable augmentation of 
vices and luxury" — and a^ain, ** the number 
of immoral and unworthy christians began so 
to increase that the examples of real piety &, 
virtue became extremely rare"; and again, 
** the church was contaminated with shoals of 
profligate cbiistians*' — and again, *' the age 
was sinking daily from one period of corrup- 
tion to another.*' — When the church, there- 
fore, passed from its primitive to its imperial 
state, it passed, to use a forcible vulgarism, — 
•* from the frying-pan into the fire.** 

The learned Sol'r General has really made 
out for me a stronger case than 1 did for rnv- 
self: for he ban shown from an admitted au- 
thority, that the churches aspiring after the 
world in the third century, became corrupted ; 
and from their alliance with the world in the 
fourth century, became far more corrupted. — 
But will learned gentlemen assume to cure the 
disease, now, by the worlrlly remedy which 
history testifies, produced and aggravated it? 
Or will they honestly follow Dr. Moshiem as 
an authority, and revert to that ** primitive 
state, a degeneration from which towards a 



quote from Moshiem and commeot on him,70fi 
would really imagine that more honor and 
glory were due to Constantine, than to Christ. 
And 1 am sorry to observe that while he (Sol. 
Gen'i.) rejoices at the serene and happy days 
which exempted christians from persecutions, 
and extended their territory, jie forgets th&i 
the churches lost in purity, what they gained 
in euse, and lost in real converts, while they 
gained in nominal professors.-When Christian- 
ity stood upon its c^vn foundation, the sinceri- 
ty of the churches was beyond suspicion; but 
when it stood upon the State, multitudes as- 
sumed the name of christian^, because, says 
a learned D^ivine, '^it was the religion of the 
Emperor.'* 

Let us appeal again to Doctor Moshiem— 
** There is no doubt, but.that the victories of 
Constantine the Great, the fear of punishment^ 
and ihe desire of pleasing their mighty con- 
queror, and his imperial successors, were the 
loeighty arguments that moved whole nations 
as well as particular persons to embrace Chris- 
tianity." — I appeal to the good sense and cor- 
rect feelings of my learned opponents, whe- 
ther the honor of our religion is not comprom- 
ised by compelling whole nations to profess it 
b)/ such weighty arguments ! Can Paganism 
be said to be extirpated from any coun'ry by 
Christianity, when the former reigns in the 
heart, and the latter lives only on the tongue T 
Under Constantine, therefore, ** they uiade 
more haste than good speed." 

And so says Dr. Moshiem, "There remained 
still m European provinces an incredible num- 
ber of persons who adhered to the worship of 
the gods ; and though the christian bishops con- 
tmued their pious efforts to gain them over to 
the gospel, yet the success was by no means 
proportionable to their diligence and zeal, and 
the work of conversion went on but slowly.'* 
There were shoals of persons prpfessing, but 
few converts to the faith. A whole people at 
the point of Constantino's sword confessed the 
name of Christ, with, however, a menial reser- 
vation m favor of their household gods !^ oh» 
temporal oh, mores! How clearly it shews 
that the kingdom of Christ is seperated from 
the kingdoms of the world. To tiie infidel it 
18 an enigma. You vastly extend, hs matter of 
boast, the territorial lunits of the churches, and 
yet vastly diminish the empire of the messiah^ 
You become rich in lands, but poor in spirit- — 
countless in numbers, and scanty in souIp. You 



religious monarchy,** has caused "a train of pulldown the idols from the teinpWs, but not 
vices which dishonor the character and autho- jyotn the hearts of the people. "There is joy in 

heaven over one sinner that repenteth.'* IJut it 
angtils cun iiidul're in tears, .tliey would weep 



rity of those to whom the administration of 
the church was committed'*? After admit- 
ting, as he has done, this testimony of history, 
he will, I trust, assist me in resisting the intro- 
duction of those worldly influences, honors 6z> 
endowments, which will corrupt our religion, 
and zealously second my endeavors to per- 
suade the committee to leave our ecclesiasti- 
cal condition to assume the acknowledged ex- 
4;ellcnce and purity ot the primitive a^es. 
To hear the hou'bie and learned gentleman 



over 



fcuch conquests of church and state, o^J 
learned gentlemen c.iH great and oLORioud. 
With similar bincerily 1 have no doubt, some 
gpntlcmen expect, not indeed by the physical 
force of Conritantine, but by the ifioral torco 
of the Clergy PtOderve?, to augment the wealth, 
increape the honors, add to the distinctions and 
multiply tlie members of the one or more chur- 
ches, arbitrarily selected and highly favored bj 
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^Htm g<9rernmeQt. A few euch victorlea will ac- 
^omplifh our defett. Unhappy as this country 
now is, it will become even more deplorable. 
-C^nstian emigrants will fly from your hypocri- 
tical community, as akeady too truly depictur- 
ed, ••from a land of pestilence and famine." — 
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the republic of Zuric even reformed their cbureb 
according to the new model. But here we see 
the great work conducted by an individual, and 
the new model adoptedi not framed by a repub- 
lic. . 

And again he sayp, "the rumour of those in- 



They will continue by thousands and tens of novations soon reached England," when, ho 



thousands to seek an asylum in tiie- great 
neighboring republic,where Christianity happily 
prevails by its pure an^ native supremacy, wnilo 
we, the dupes of wordJy policy, are thickly 
peopling the Clergy Reserves by depopulating 
the kingdom of Christ. 

The union of church and state is next vindi- 
cated by the hon. and learned Sol'citor General 
on the ground, as 1 understand him, of its hav- 
ing blest us with the reformation. Ilow, in 
that case does he expect the support of his 
Roman Catholic freinds in this Assembly ? — 
Will they by their votes sanction a system 
which has and will produce, in their estimation, 
heritical protestations ] and protesting against 
the C^itholics, shall we assume to make mani- 
fest by endowments (\yhat belongs to every 
individual heart) in what churches man is ac- 
cepted by his maker, or may have faith in his 
pardon and salvation 1 It is a vast and fearful 
matter to decide respecting ourselves without 
presuming to meddle with the eternal interests 
of the people who sent us here. Bat to return 
from this digression to the reformation. 

In the first place, sir, according to my appre- 
hension of the subject, the reformation was 
neither begun nor conducted by Kings or Go- 
vernments. This is matter of fact to be collec- 
ted from history ; and the only authority in my 
reach at this moment (not having brought with 
me the last volume of Moshiem) in Humu from 
whom I will read a few sentences. 

After describing certain abuses in the Roman 
Church, he says **AI1 these circumstances 
might have given offence, but would have been 
attended with no events of any importance liad 
there not arisen a man qualified to take advan- 
tage of the incident." This man, sir, was 
Martin Luther ; and according to your favorite 
historian, we are indebted not to the sta.te tho* 
connected with the church, but to an humble, 
and intrepid individual christian. 

Again Hume says, "all Saxony, all Germany, 
all Europe, were in a very liitie time filled with 
the voice of this daring innovator." Accordmg 
to your own historian it was one daring inno- 
vator sounding the reformation among both 
governments and people,in8tead ofgovernmenta 
connected with the church, suggesting this re- 
formation to the church, to the people or the 
world. ^ 

Again, says Hume "the quick and surprising 
progress of this bold sect, may justly in part 
be ascribed to the late invention ot printing and 
revival of learning.*' But not a hint from your 
favorite historian that the progress of the re- 
formatioji was the work of governments. Ho 
tells u-s indeed, that t.io Elector of Saxony, fi- 
vorable toLuilit^r'd doctrine, protected hiiu from 
thevioienco of tho papal juritdiCtion ; and that 



adds, " the new doctrines secretly gained ma 
ny partizans among the laity of all ranks and 
denominations." Here we see the news of a 
reformation reached England, but was not there 
commenced either by Church or State. Tlie 
doctrines too gained ** secretly t*' instead of pub- 
licly and officially, and among the Zai/y, not in 
the Church or State. 

And again says Hume, •• he [Henry theSth] 
wrote a book m Latin against the principles or 
Luther." Here is the State hard at work a- 
gainst " the blessed Reformation !*' Here Lu- 
ther had obviously to contend against a doubU 
power, the Church to be reformed and the King 
opposing it ! and for this literary exploit of the 
monarch against ** the blessed Reformation," 
he received from Pope Leo the title of *» De- 
fender of the Faith," an appellation' still re- 
tained by the Kings of England. 

Behold Luther in the field against the Popo 
of Rome, and the King of England ! To 
which does Hume award the wreath of victory.^ 
Hear him : ** The controversy became more il- 
lustrious by Henry's entering the lists, &> drew 
still more the attention of mankind, and the 
Lutheran doctrine daily acquired new converta 
in every part of Europe." Luther and Truth 
contended against King, Pope and Error.— 
Truth, however, 'mightily prevailed. But wjiat 
Christian or Patriot ought ^ver again to desire 
to see Truth fighting against such fearful 
oddsl What loyal subject would ever again 
wish to see his King politically placed in such 
a relation to Christianity, that he may ♦* haply 
be found even fighting against God 1" or wish 
to put the religion of Christ in such royal jeo- 
pardy. 

Has the learned gentleman forgotten that 
the connection between Church and State, 
which he iff advi>cating with so much zeal, was 
a chief engine in the establishment of the very 
Roman errors which demanded the reformation 
he has so justly eulogized ? The Roman pon. 
tiffs between the submission and the support of 
States, for ages enjoyed national guarantees 
for their temporal and ecclesiastical authority. 
For many centuries the popes could noLbe con- 
secra ted till their election had been approved 
by the Emperors : But so grateful were church 
and state to each other, that at length Charles 
the Bald, having obtained the imperial dignity 
by Uie good offices of the Popes, discharged 
them from the obligation of waiting for this 
Imperial consent. Gregory the 7th was him- 
self confirmed in the papacy by that very Em- 
peror whom he afterwards deposed. Un- 
der the emperor Phoeas, the Roman pontiff wa« 
proclaimed in 606 universal Bishop, and in sub- 
sequent centuries the Popes assumed the cha> 
ract:r of Lords of the Universe, and arbitrer^ 
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of kingdoms an(l empires. The argument, 
tiierefore, Reducible from the Reformation is in 
my favor, because it is a warning to ayoid not 
merely the errors of the Roman church, but that 
anti-christian connection between Rehgion and 
the State,under which those errors attained such 
feariul magnitude aud ascendancy. 

The learned gentleman has expatiated with 
his usual power and effect upon the valuable 
contributions we receive from the learned ease 
afforded by endowments. The worti> of the 
learned men he has named, I cheerfully and 
gratefully acknowledge ; altho' Bishop Berkley 
is not by any means the happiest illustration, 
as his idc&l philosophy (of little use to any man) 
has a tendency to induce in ordinary minds, 
universal scepticism. But I wish to meet the 
argument on its broad merits. 

It is one of those false deductions into which 
we are liable to be betrayed upon almost every 
sulTJect. It is the "post hoc, propter hoc." — 
These learned works were written in the church 
when connected with the State , therefore to 
that connection with the State, we are indebted 
{or those works. None better knowe than my 
learned opponent, the insufficiency of such lo. 
gic ; but the necessities of the case he has es- 
poused, oblige him to have recourse to it : and 
with the same logic I might prove thai all the 
epidemics which prevailed during the connec- 
tion of Church and State, pestiferously arose 
from that relation. 

Now, Sir, if the adultrous conpection of 
church and state had physically and ipso facto 
given birth to those greet men [just as Miner- 
va sprang out of Jupiter's brains] I would make 
the full concession required from me. But as 
they had a very different parentage, as they 
were born like other folks into the world, it 
appears to me, the world has the best claim to 
them. How triumphantly it is shown, and 
dilated upon, that s,ome good has grown out of 
the evil ! And what is the logical conclusion 
from it 1 Therefore adopt the evil ! 

Who, sir, wrote Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John ] Who wrote the divine Epistles 1 They 
were not the offspirng of chnrch and state. 
Almost all the authors mentioned are only com- 
mentators in some way or other upon those 
primitive works ; and availing myself of the 
logic used against me, I would s;^ y, such were 
the authors in the primitive ages ; let us re- 
vert to those primitive ages that we may there 
by again have anthers equally divine — christi- 
,anity united to the state, produced Bishop 
Berkley I Christianity alone, produced St. 
Paul ! Give me, then, christianiiy alone for 
my spiritual, and the state alone for my civil 
affairs. 



what would his Lordship ba?a done ! He 
would have acted and reasoned from thosa first 
and immutable principles of Jusii'^f, which the 
learned books should faithfully, illustrate, never 
contradict. And were divines to make a con- 
flagration of their learned books, I would go 
back, yes, I would go back, without fear or dis- 
may, to Matthew, Slark, Luke and John, and 
St. Paul. Tl)e evidence of Nature [unless 
you burned that also] and the internal evidence 
of the Bible itself, would leave the religious 
world in no terrific darkness. It is a strange 
misapprbhension that Christianity is founded 
upon acts of Parliament, buoyed up by books 
of modern divines, and kept from absolute star- 
vation by Clergy Reserves. 

But this is a much worse case than I am call- 
ed upon to meet and answer. The books of 
divinity hypothetically burnt, are only those of 
the established church produced by its connec- 
tion with the State, Very well. Sir; that 
would leave us the Bible and all the works of 
the first three centuries of the christian era.— 
Jn this work of Mosbiem, you see in the ac- 
count of every century, the authors it produced, 
and enough, indeed, they are to satisfy the hun- 
ger of any Student, even ravinous after scliolas- 
tic divinity. W« are also entitled to exempt 
from the names all the works produced by chur- 
chcs,domcstic or foreign,not connected with the 
State,which wo'd further preserve to us a goodly 
number ; and to these we^ may add the choice 
and pious Works of Dissenting Ministers in 
Great Britain. Adam Clark was perhaps the 
most extensive linguist of his day ; and his com- 
mentaries on the Bible, are esteemed a standard 
work. Doddridge, and Watts, with a train of 
kindred divines, equally eminent for learning 
and piety, would still shine with a light, that 
would repair the loss, the Solicitor General de- 
plores, while it would, at the same time, enable 
us properly to appreciate and regret it. 

In making an estimate of the contributions 
to learning by the ebtablished church, it should 
be remembered that the Universities are their 
monopoly. Well, therefore, may the fruits of 
these Universities be ascribed to the union of 
Church and State. The honors and ecclesias- 
tical dignities of those illustrious schools are 
confined to their privileged orders ; the Dissen- 
ters are excluded from any participation, and in 
Oxford they cannot even become humble Stu- 
dents after truth without a preliminary subscrip- 
tion to the 39 ariicles. Now under these cir- 
cumstances it is not a little cruel to draw an 
invidious comparison between the learning of 
the establishment and that of those shut out 
from it. They would be more learned, but you 
will not let them. You exclude them from the 



When the learned gentleman in the midst of transcendant advantages conferred upon their 



his impassioned allusion, asked me what wiuld 
bedonsif all tliese learned books were burnt, 
I almost thought myself amongst the giiihy 
flames. I once heard Lord Eilenborough, per- 
plexed by the conflicting authorities produced 
by opposing counsel, pettislily exclaim, " I wish 
all the books were burnt" — In that case, sir. 



rivals, and then upbraid Ihcm with the conse- 
quence of an alleged inferiority. If they pre- 
sent themselves for honors and learning at your 
Academic Halls, they are condemned as schis-. 
matics ! If they conscientiously stay away,they 
are wndemned as illiterate ! Church & State, 
therefore, ought not to be united ; for if this be 
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condactcd with a christian xeal,Vhich hw kin- 
dled a corresponding spirit in the British isles ; 
and then ask, are they not on the whole a great 
and a good people ; a truly Christian nation, 
which, tho' only half a century old, treads on 
the footsteps of European missionaries in every 
clime, and puts the elder continent in theoe 
chivalrous deed?, almost to the blush. 

But in the United States there is no pro- 
vision by the goveVnraent for any particular 
church or churches. All are left to the support 
of those, who, imbued with a clirsiian spirit, 
make their voluntary contributions. T(5 ini\g3 
therefore, by their splendid example, and ua- 
tional character, there is a Power which both 
can and will bless the progress of Christianity 
when seperate from the world. — Christians on- 
ly need equal civil rights. 

The abstraction of these Reserves from re- 
ligious uses, is viewed as sacrilege. 1 hold in 
my hand a newspaper containing the informa- 
tion that in the Island of Prince Edwaiil, a bill 
has received the Royal Assent for selling the 
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Glebe lands of tile Established Church for 
education! Will it be said that the House of 
Assembly in that Province has been guilty of 
sacrilege ] Or has its Legislative Council ? — 
Or will such a crime be alleged against His 
Majesty, William the Fourrh.'Defender of the 
Faith, whose royal assent, practically emto- 
dicd a principle, which with us is called, un- 
der similar circumstances, a desecration ? — 
The learned Solicitor General has quoted the 
opinion of the Rev. Mr. Alder in 1826, as the 
opinion of the Methodist church — But I will 
read him the opinion of the Methodist confer- 
ence in this Colony in 1831, in the following 
extract from their Memorial to the King : 



** Your memorialists therefore feel satieffeJ 
" that in the state of the population in Canaday 
'* neither the real interests of the church it- 
*• self, nor of the goveirnment, nor of the peo— 
"pie, nor of religion, require the endowment 
*• sought and clamied by the episcopal clergy; 
** biJIt on the contrary they believo that all these 
\'' interests will be best consulted and promot- 
*' ed by leaving all ministers of religion in the 
*• enjoyment of the fime political privileges 
** and advantages, a^-^d appropriating the pro— 
*' ceeds of the sale of lands, heretofore set 
" apart for the support of a Protestant clergy, 
*• to the purposes of General Education, and 
*' perhaps to other internal improvements.** 

Was this Conference composed of sacrile- 
gious Ttlmisters ? And if the Legislature of 
a sister Colony, and a Cooference of Ministers, 
and even His Majesty himself, have sanction-^ 
ed by iheii most solemn acts, the alienation of 
church prop'^rty, when the interests of the 
community lequire it,the same conduct sho*d 
not now be imputed to us as an offence. 

And now. Sir, I dismiss the subject, and 
a\< ait the decision of the House. Deeply, 
indeed, are all our interests involved in the 
res*nlt. If ministers are made independent of 
their people, and dependent on the Ciown, 
the latter will be armed with alarming power,& 
the former reduced to an abject subserviency. 
— It will be a v/ound to religion, filial to its free 
and hcaUiifui action among us; it will loosen 
the most sacred ti^g of society, and expatriate 
tho spirit which ^^hould reign in the breasts of 
Kinjj and p«»ople. Let us open to Christianity 
all siio askp, our country and our hearts ; and 
there let her make her own conquests and levy 
her own contributions. • 



J House of Assembly, 
Friday, December 16, 1836. 

The committee rose and the chairman reported 
having adopted a Resolution, proposed by Mr. 
Hagerman, as follows : 

»' Resolved, That it is desirable that the lands 
commonly called the Clergy Reserves, and tho 
proceeds arising from the sales thereof, be appro- 
priated for the promotion of the religious and 
moral, instruction of the people throughout tho 
Province." 

Dr. Rolph, seconded hy Mr. Norton, moved in 
amendment, — 

" That it is expedient to provide for the Sale 
of the Clergy Reserves, and tho application of 
the proceeds to the purposes of General Educa- 
tion, as one of the most legitimate ways of giving 
free scope to the progress of religions truth in 
the community.** 

YEAS— Messrs. ' 

Alway, DetloT, Moore, 

Armstrong Duncombe, D. Morrison, 

Bockai, GibBon, Norton, 

(Jameron, JtfcDonell, M. Park«, 

rhisholin,A. Mcintosh, Solpb, 

Oeois jrMfitt, 



NAYS* 

Ferris, 

(rowan,' 

Hot ham, 

Jarvis, 

Jones, 

K earns, 

Lewis, 

IVJcNab, 

Malloch, 



■Messrs. 



Aibman, 

Boulton, 

nurwcll, 

Cartwright, 

(Uiisholm, W. 

Cornwall, 

Praper, 

Dunlop, 

Elliott, 

Dr. Rolph's amendment was LOST by a ma- 
jority of 12. 

Mr. Sol. 
carried as 



Man ah an, 
Marks, 
M'Crae, 
McDonell, A. 
McDoneil, D. 
JMcKay 
Murno'y, 
Powell, 



Prince, 
RichardsoBi 
Robinson, , 
Ruttan, ' 

Shade, 
Sherwood, 
Sol-General, 
Wickens,-- 34. 



Gen. Hagerman's resolution was th«n 
fallows : 



Rykert, 
Shaver, 
Thomson, 
Thorburn, 
Woodruff— S5. 



Aikmnn, 

Armstrong, 

Boulton, 

Burwell, 

Cartwright, 

Chisholm W., 

Cornwall, 

Draper, 

Dunlop, 



Alway, 
BoekuB, 
Cameron, 
Chijiho!ai , 
Cook, ^ 
Debtlor, 



FEAS— Messrs. 



Elliott, 

Ferric, 

Gowan, 

Hothara, 

Jarvis, 

Jones, 

K earns, 

Lewis, 

Macnab, 



JIfalloch, 

Manahan, 

Marks, 

McCra«, 

McDonell D^ 

M'DenellA., 

JIfcKay, 

jyiurney, 

Powell, 



NAYS—Messrs. 



Duncombe, D. 
Gibson, 
McDone) DiE. 
Mcintosh 
Merritt, 



Moore, 

JIforrison, 

Norton, 

Parke, 

Rolpk, 



Prince, 
vRichardsoi, 
Robinson, 
Ruttan, 
8hade 
Shervood 
8ol. General, 
Wickins— 35. 



Rykert, 

fihaver, 

Th^msoiif 

Thorburn, 

Woodniff~9k 



->&.> 



- *^Lr 



NOTE. 

Th9 Chrgj Reserves are composed of one-seventh of the granted 
iands in Upper Canada, beingr the quantity set apart by the British Act, 
SI St Goo. 3d, ch. 31, for the support of »<« Protestant Cergy*' This 
Eccln IS laical provision 'has, under the phrase " a Protestant Clergy," 
been heretofore limited by the government to the united Church of 
Eng'land and Ireland.— The propriety of such an appropriation by the 
government exclusively to that church, or the extension of it to others, 
has for many years been a question of great public interest. — Pending 
this discussion, and the stiong and repeated remonstrances of the 
ffeople and the Assembly against giving<)ne or more churches a State 
endowment, or any peculiar privileges, the government have erected 
and endowed fifty-seven Rectories with certain exclusive ecclesiastical 
end spiritual rights ; and moreover by a late Act of the Parliament of 
Great Britain and Ireland, one-fourth of these Reserves in Upper 
Canada were sold, without the knowledge or consent of its legislature, 
and the proceeds paid, to the amount of j£70,000, into the Military 
chest. — The distribution of the residue of the Clergy Reserves, ia the 
matter to which this debate refers. — For some years past government 
gratuities have also been given, from some other public funds, to the 
Wesleyan Methodist church and, to the Scotch Kirk — the other christlait 
churches either refusing snob gratuitiesi or not being ojQTered any. 
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